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        December 3 rd & 17 th 
       6:00 PM�

 

 Please join us as we 
 celebrate Advent with 
 our Forest Grove family 
 and friends! 
 Dinner will be provided 
 at 6:00 by the amazing 
 chefs from the Christian 
 Education Committee, 
 followed by carols and 
 fellowship! 
 Please sign up in fellowship 
 hall. 
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Please join us 
for our Christmas Eve 
Candlelight Services 
“Lessons & Carols” 

December 24 th  
5:00 & 7:00 PM  

������������
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       November 30 th  

�

Our worship service for  
Sunday, November 30th will 
be a family-friendly Advent 
Festival.  The service will 
include music, scripture  
readings, and prayers.  We  
will hear in the Scriptures  
the story of God’s loving  
purpose from the time of our 
rebellion against him, through 
the promises of the prophets, 
and up to Gabriel’s announce- 
ment to Mary that she will  
bear a son who will be known 
as Emmanuel.  Children of all 
ages are encouraged to join us 
in worship on November 30th for 
this special celebration! (No 
Junior Church will be held 
during this service.) 
 
There’s still time to help trim 
the trees in the Forest Grove!   
The trees are going to be picked 
up, stood up, and strung with 
lights the day after Thanksgiving.  
If anyone wants to help with this, 
give Maggie Rash a call.  The 
actual trimming will take place 
Sunday, November 30th after 
worship.  Bring your ornaments 
and join the holiday fun! 
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Tuesday, December 2 nd,   
8:00 PM 

 

On December 2 at 8 PM the 
Women’s Association will welcome 
the Pipe Major of the Loch Tay Pipe 

Band as featured guest at its 
Christmas program.   
Who might he be?  
Gary Guth is he! 

 

Gary is co-owner of Symphony Studios, 
Inc., a music business in the Holland 
area where he gives lessons in piano, 
voice and bagpipes.  Loch Tay is a 
community pipe band that performs at 
parades, concerts and occasionally 
competes at Highland Games events.  
Today, teaching bagpipes to about 30 
students a week and performing in full 
Scottish regalia at weddings, funerals 
and parties has become a full time 
business for Gary.  The Women’s 
Association looks forward to an evening 
of Christmas music as might be heard in 
the Highlands of Scotland.  
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Sunday, December 7 th  
5:00 PM – Dinner 

7:00 PM – Concert 
Tickets are now on sale before and 

after service.  $10 Adults, $5 children 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


�
	������
��������

Sunday, December 21 st 
9:00 AM 

 

All are invited! 
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215-794-8575               www.forestgrovechurch.org                                  December 2008 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Gather to celebrate that  
Jesus is the Reason 

for the Season… 
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The Reverend Marie Cone 
 

Beloved in the Lord,Beloved in the Lord,Beloved in the Lord,Beloved in the Lord,    
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And the W ord became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we have 
seen his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace 

and truth. 
3�John 1:14�
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Pastor M arie 
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Pete Mills 
 
DECEMBER 
12/7 – Boar's Head Festival - 5pm @ Church  
(Note the Change) 
Sat 12/13 – Casting Crowns Christmas Celebration 
@ Sovereign Center Reading  
(ASK FOR DETAILS!) 
12/14 – Regular Fellowship @ Church 
12/21 – Regular Fellowship @ Church 
12/28 – Special Fellowship - White Elephant Party 
6pm to 8:30pm @ The Mills House - All past and 
present youth group members are invited.  Bring a 
wrapped gag gift with you. Dinner will be provided. 
 
JANUARY 
1/4 - Regular Fellowship @ Church 
1/11 - Regular Fellowship @ Church 
1/18 - Special Fellowship - TBA 
1/25 - Regular Fellowship @ Church 
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Patricia Guth 
 
Choir Schedules for December and January 
Senior choir rehearsals during December will take 
place on Dec. 4 and 18. On Dec. 11, the choir will be 
singing at Attleboro Assisted Living Community in 
Langhorne at 7 pm. Choir members should arrive at 
Attleboro by 6:45 pm.  There is no choir rehearsal, of 
course, on Dec. 25 or Jan. 1. Rehearsals will resume 
on Jan. 8. 

Bell choir rehearsals will continue each Sunday 
through Dec. 21 and will resume on Jan. 18. There 
will be NO BELL CHOIR on Dec. 28 or Jan. 4 and 
11. Bells will be ringing at the 7 pm Christmas Eve 
service. 

Special Music Needed - Instrumentalists or 
vocalists who'd like to contribute to our services on 
Dec. 28 and Jan. 4 are asked to please contact Pat. 
Our senior choir is not singing on those particular 
days so it would be lovely to have some special and 
different music during those two services. You do not 
have to be a member of any FG choir to volunteer.  
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One hundred and twenty-five years ago, a group of Philadelphia Presbyterians acted on a dream. That dream, 
Presbyterian Orphanage, which opened it’s doors April 18th, 1878 to twelve children – is today Presbyterian Children’s 
Village, serving more than 2,000 troubled children annually. These determined people not only joined a trend away 
from government-run almshouses and large orphanages, but they began 125 years of unbroken, frequently innovative, 
compassionate service to thousands of children. 

In a letter from Christopher Campbell, Chairman of the Board of the Village, he says this, “The 
horrific stories of child abuse, compounded by the apparent negligence of some providers, have cast a dark 
shadow over the entire child welfare community. The downturn of the economy further jeopardizes families 
who were already financially strained, increasing the stress on them and on the staff who try to help. And 
yet, in the trenches, we continue to have much success and great hope.” 

If you visited the Village today, you would be gratified that the dream continues – but you would be 
startled by the complicated needs of deeply troubled children and families and the array of intervention services and 
staff needed to continue this amazing work. Just as the Orphanage in 1878 responded to a changing philosophy in the 
care of orphans and poor children, we need to adapt to changing social service trends to continue to help the Village 
thrive. Rev. David Sanchez shared with us at the Mission Luncheon in October about all the new family programs 
available at the Village, but in order to keep these programs running it is up to us to 1)Pray – without your prayers the 
village cannot go on, 2) Give – every dollar we give aids in the programs needed to run the village, 3) Go – if you 
have time, volunteer a few hours to help the village accomplish the great works which the Lord has called them to do. 

We are not all called to go – but we ARE all called to do something. Figure out what the Lord is calling you to 
do on behalf of missions and then DO IT! It may be a small thing, but it may be mighty in the Kingdom. If you feel a 
call on your heart to missions, contact the mission committee at 215-343-5841, and we can help you find your spot! 
There is so much work to do – The Harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few!  

 
For now, pray for the Village and give as the Lord leads you in December to make the Christmas Season, and 

the future, brighter at Presbyterian Children’s Village.  
 
Isaiah says: How beautiful on the mountain are the feet of those who bring the Good News 
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The Holidays are a busy time for Forest Grove’s Sunday School classes! In November, we had a great time packing 
and wrapping shoe boxes for “Operation Christmas Child.” We filled 77 shoe boxes with small toys, school supplies, 
other gifts, and a message about God’s love, to be sent to poor children around the world. This program is part of 
Samaritan’s Purse, a Christian relief and evangelism organization founded by Billy Graham. Many thanks to Missi 
Dell’Orefice and Melissa Closterman for planning “Operation Christmas Child”  and 
helping the Sunday School classes assemble the boxes. 

 
On Sunday, December 21, at 9:00 a.m., the Sunday School students will present a 
traditional Christmas PageantChristmas PageantChristmas PageantChristmas Pageant. Everyone in the church family is welcome to share in 
this special Christmas celebration. Sunday School classes will learn about Jesus’ birth 
as we prepare to present the pageant.  

  
M erry Christmas and Happy New Year to all from the Sunday School! 



 

  

  
 

 

����
����
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

My Gifts for God's Service 
 

Name_______________________________________________________ 
E-mail_____________________ Telephone_______________________ (circle one) Adult Teen Child 
 
 
Prayerfully consider the following. 
Place an X in the box to the left of each area you have an interest in serving.  Please return completed forms to the church office. 
 
ADMINISTRATION 

�  Writing 
�  Accounting 
�  Budget Planning 
�  Calligraphy 
�  Computer Maintenance/Repair 
�  Coordination of Volunteers 
�  Data Entry 
�  Desktop Publishing 
�  Driving (office errands) 
�  Graphic Arts 
�  Long Range Planning 
�  Mailing Assembly 
�  Office Assistance 
�  Proofreading 
�  Software Design/Selection 
�  Telephoning 
�  Transportation Assistance 
�  Word Processing 
�  Website 
�  Publication Design 

 
PROPERTY 

�  Carpentry 
�  Electrical 
�  Equipment Repair (furniture, etc.) 
�  Gardening/Pruning 
�  General Maintenance 
�  Lawn Maintenance 
�  Painting  
�  Plumbing 
�  Small Appliance Repair 
�  Small Engine Repair 
�  Snow Removal 
�  Traffic Directors 

 
SMALL GROUPS 

�  Men’s Ministry 
�  Women’s Ministry 
�  Bible Study/Fellowship Group 

 
COMMITTEES 
Please check if you are interested in joining  
any of the following committees. 

�  Christian Ed 
�  Finance 
�  Membership 
�  Mission 
�  Music and Worship  
�  Nominating 
�  Personnel 
�  Property 
�  Stewardship 

 

CHRISTIAN ED 
�  Adult Sunday School 

Teacher 
�  Youth Sunday School 

Teacher 
�  Children’s Sunday School 

Teacher 
�  Sunday School 

Superintendent 
�  Nursery Coordinator 
�  Children’s Church 

Coordinator 
�  Children’s Church Volunteer 
�  Children’s Arts and Crafts 
�  Children’s Mission 

Cooordinator 
�  Kids Club 
�  Youth Praise Bands 
�  Childcare (infant-3yrs) 
�  Cleaning Toys/Furniture 
�  Mentoring 
�  Children’s 

Drama/Puppets/Clowning 
�  Vacation Bible School 

Coordinator 
�  Vacation Bible School 

Teacher 
�  Vacation Bible School 

Volunteer 
�  Confirmation Volunteer  

 
MEMBERSHIP 

�  Care Giving/Calling/Visitation 
�  Church Newsletter/Writing 
�  Coffee Hour Preparation 
�  Coordinating Church-wide 

Dinners 
�  Emergency Meals 
�  Food Preparation 
�  Hosting Dinners, Desserts, 

etc. 
�  Kitchen Care 
�  Retreat Planning 
�  Funeral 

Luncheon/Assistance 
�  Social Services 

 
 

MISSION AND OUTREACH 
�  Coordinate Events 
�  Donate Blood 
�  Mission Trips 
�  Prepare and Serve Meals 
�  Provide Food, Clothing, Gifts 
�  Build and Repair Homes 
�  Correspondence 

 
 
MUSIC AND WORSHIP 

�  Greeting Prior to Worship 
�  Assist with Visitor Integration 
�  Ushering 
�  Praise Band Interest 
�   Worship Leadership (Liturgist) 
�  Prayer Chain 
�  Floral Design 
�  Audio Visual 
�  Sound Booth Assistance 
�    Photography - still 
�    Photography - video 
�    Video Editing 
�  Costume Design 
�  Theatrical Set Design 
�  Directing 
�    Dance 
�    Drama 
�    Music 
�  Performance 
�    Choral Singing 
�    Vocal Soloist 
�    Dance 
�    Drama 
�  Piano / Organ / Keyboard 
�  Guitar / Drums 
�  Handbells 
�  Other Instruments (list) 
�  Needlework 
�  Sewing / Banners etc. 
�  Foreign Language 
�  Sign Language 

 
 
OTHER SKILLS / INTERESTS 
 Please list additional talents 
__________________________________
__________________________________
__________________________________
__________________________________
__________________________________
__________________________________
__________________________________
__________________________________
__________________________________
__________________________________ 
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December 1st – Collection deadline for 
sweatshirts, gloves and hats to be send 
to the children of Head Start. 
December 2nd – Hope Circle will host the Women’s 
Association Christmas Party.  Gary Guth will be our 
guest entertainer. (More information on page 1.) 
 

The annual medical offering was accepted at the 
November meeting.  The offering will be sent to 
Richard Hoffmeir to defray his medical needs. 
 

As our usual tribute to Bethanna children, we will have 
the Christmas card that we hope everyone will sign.  
By doing so, we can wish our church family a Merry 
Christmas and save the price of cards and postage. 
As you sign, please consider the donation box intended 
for the children.  ‘Tis the reason for the season.’ 
 

The next regular meeting for both circles will be held 
January 20th.  
 

!�!���!���!�!���!���!�!���!���!�!���!���  
Monthly Men’s Breakfast 
(always the 2nd Saturday each month.)  
Please join us Saturday, December 13th, 7:30 AM.  All 
you can eat breakfast, first timers: 
Please call Ed Daniels at 215-598-3257. 
 

"�#���"�#���"�#���"�#���� $� � $�� $�� $�� ���
The Goldminers will be having their annual Christmas 
Luncheon on Wednesday, December 10th, at the 
Plumsteadville Inn Restaurant.  Reservations are 
needed.  Please see sign-up sheet in fellowship hall. 
����

�$	� $�%&	���$	� $�%&	���$	� $�%&	���$	� $�%&	��� ���
Please call Ruth Hood with your prayer requests, 215-
343-9689. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Want to wish your church family a 
����������	
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Support our Women’s Association Christmas Project for 

�����������	�
�
Bethanna, located in Southampton, is one of the largest 
non-profit agencies in the area providing services for 
abused, neglected and medically needy children.  A 
Christian organization, its mission is to provide the 
highest quality care for children and families…to ensure 
safety, restore emotional wellness and build family 
stability. 
To support this mission, write a Christmas  
message, with magic marker, on the board  
in fellowship hall and place a donation in  
the box under the board.  Thank you. 
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Tuesday Club is going well!   
We have about 20 children meeting every 

Tuesday.  The last date for this session will be 
December 16th which also is our Intergenerational 
Night for December.  All are welcome to join us for 

our Intergenerational Dinner & Bible Study. 
The next session for Tuesday Club will begin on 

January 13th.  Watch for registration forms.  
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Patrice Luongo 
 

In November the preschool children practiced Christian 
values of sharing, kindness and good manners. Check out 
all their good deeds on the hall bulletin board. The 
students also visited the sanctuary, talked with Pastor 
Cone and participate in the “Food for Others” program to 
help fill baskets for the needy and replenish Mother 
Hubert’s Cupboard.   
 
Our pre-K group entered a gingerbread house in the 
Peddler’s Village contest.  It is on display now through 
the beginning of January.  In the display is a Forest Grove 
Church and Village Preschool sign. 
 
This December look for our Angel Award bulletin board 
in the upstairs hall.  The children will prepare for the 
Christmas season by continuing to show their spirit of 
kindness and giving.  The Pre-K group will perform the 
“Nativity” on Monday December 23rd followed by a 
Christmas party with Santa in the hall.  
 
The January Jump Start program still has openings.  I 
attended a preschool information night sponsored by 
“Mom’s club of Doylestown” with other preschools in our 
area and have received some calls for enrollment. 
The best form of advertising remains word of mouth. So 
please continue to pray for our staff and students and talk 
to others about our great school. 
 

May you all enjoy a peaceful Christmas season. 
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Operating Fund 
For the Nine Months Ended October 31, 2008 

 
 
COLLECTIONS & MISC INC   $118,757 
Large Fund Income                                      20,260 
 
EXPENSES 
Pastor Compensation                                  18,176 
Staff                                                              72,101 
Office                                                            17,606 
Music & Worship                                                958 
Christian Education                                        1,774 
Property                                                        20,181 
Stewardship/Finance                                             0 
Parish Life                                                          528  
Other                                                                  250 
        Total Expenses                                    131,574 
 
Operating Fund Surplus (Deficit)                  7,443 
 
Fund Balance at 12/31/07                               (3,566) 
 
Fund Balance at 10/31/08                             $  3,877 
�
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Benevolence Fund 
October 31, 2008 

 
Balance 9/30/2008                                          $ 786 
 
Receipts: 
DeHarts           $595 
Campus Crusade                    $ 90 
 
                         $   685 
 
Total Disbursements                                       ($  786) 
 
Balance 10/31/2008                                         $   685  
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���� – Diane Bochenek, Barbara Hayman 
�������� – John Charles Kwiatkowski 
����  – Amy Turner 
����  – Kim King, Esther Welch 
����  – Sue Hampton 
�������� – Debbie Ripp 
��������– Kristina Choi, Joanne Clark,  
Betty Dutterer, Kay Grob 
��������  – Jo Ann Carr����
��������� ����	��Matthew Iamurri 
��������  – Jackie Ashley, Lee Forsyth 
��������  – Bob Moller, Joanne Roark 
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���� Scott Campbell 
��������  – Pinky Hampton, Karen Lukens  
������������
 


����Storm Parshall, Mike Sers����
�������� – Elsa Dages 
������������ – Rachel McMahon, Benjamin Ziskind 
�������� – Robyn Sanders 
������������ – Fritz Riley 
������������ – Harry Fegley, Jayme Kilgore 
��������  – Nathan Holton, Kathy Sugarman 
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To date we have received 37 pledge cards.  If you 

haven’t yet submitted your pledge card, please do so.  If 
you have misplaced it, extra ones are available for use in 

fellowship hall.  Thank you. 
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Confirmation Classes will begin January 11th  
and run until April 5th.  Classes are opened  
for grades 8th – 10th and also for anyone who has not 
been confirmed and wishes to do so.  Please contact 
the church office for more information.   
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It’s that time of the year again to renew your 
commitment to the Genuardi’s eScrip program.  If 
you participated last year, a renewal is needed for 
Genuardis  contributions to continue.  If you are not 
enrolled in the program and shop at Genuardi’s, you 
can sign up today at www.escrip.com.  
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A Special Liturgy Dedication of the new paraments 
took place at our November 16th Worship Service.  
The paraments were a gift in memory of Ethyl 
Frederick.  Many thanks to the Frederick family for 
the gift and to all the young members of our church 
who helped make this dedication service special.   
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Regular Worship Time for the  
2008-2009 Program Year: 
Worship 10:30 AM 
Sunday School 9:00 AM 
Summer Worship: 
Hymn Sing 9:15 AM 
Worship 9:30 AM 
 
Church Office Hours: 
9:00 AM – 4:00 PM (M-F) 
Phone:  215-794-8575 
Fax:  215-794-5315 
Pastor:  Rev. Marie Cone 
Email:  pastor@forestgrovechurch.org 
Administrative Assistant:  Deborah Seeger 
Email:  office@forestgrovechurch.org 
www.forestgrovechurch.org  
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Advent & Christmas Activities  
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