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215-794-8575               www.forestgrovechurch.org                                November 2008 

As the days grow shorter and the nights colder, the trees surrounding Forest Grove Church turn gold 
and red and orange.  The leaves fall and the dark, bare branches herald the return of winter.  Inside, the 
change of season calls for preparations to begin: it’s time to prepare for the coming of the Christ Child!   
 
A grove of evergreens appears: Christmas trees of many sizes clustered along the windows of the 
fellowship hall.  Church members young and old gather on a Friday evening to eat and sing and 
decorate.  Each tree is trimmed by a family or church group, and the grove of evergreens transforms 
into the Forest Grove church family.  And nestled there in the Grove, a crèche.  The decorating 
continues: advent wreathes are crafted, wreathes and swags are hung, window ledges are made homes 
for mangers, candles, and greens.   
 
All of this is done to set the stage for what is to come: an Advent Festival, the Boar’s Head Dinner & 
Christmas Concert, Operation Christmas Child, Advent Dinners, and finally, the Christmas Eve Candle 
Light Services. 

In the w ilderness prepare the way of the LORD, 
M ake straight in the desert a highway for our God. 

See Page 3 for more details. 
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The Reverend Marie Cone 
 

Beloved in the Beloved in the Beloved in the Beloved in the Lord,Lord,Lord,Lord,    
 
Two months into our time together I think it’s time to 
get our bearings and introduce some of the people and 
things we will meet along our way.   
 
An Interim Journey has eight stages: 

1. Termination: the Incumbent Pastor leaves 
2. Transition: the Presbytery’s Committee on 

Ministry (COM) helps the Session secure 
short-term pastoral leadership and 
eventually an Interim Pastor 

3. Self-Study: under the leadership of the 
Interim Pastor, the Congregation takes 
inventory of itself and prepares a Mission 
Study to be used by the Pastor Nominating 
Committee (PNC) 

4. Search: with the approval of COM a PNC is 
formed; the PNC prepares a Church 
Information Form (CIF) and the official 
search for a new pastor is on 

5. Decision: the PNC presents a Candidate to 
the Congregation 

6. Negotiation: the PNC and Session finalize 
the details of the Terms of Call 

7. Transition: the Interim Pastor says good 
bye 

8. Start Up: the new Called Pastor and the 
Congregation begin a new chapter in the 
life of the church 

 
We are in Stage 3, and I anticipate our having a Mission 
Study ready to send to COM by February.  That means 
that a PNC could be formed sometime in March.  That 
would put us in Stage 4, usually the longest part of the 
journey before spring. 
 
Meanwhile, the leaves are still on the trees and we have 
Thanksgiving, Advent, and Christmas to celebrate!  I 
find myself already humming my favorite Christmas 
Carols. 
 

For everything there is a season, and a time for every 
matter under heaven 
~ Ecclesiastes 3:1 

 

    Yours and His, 
    Pastor Marie 
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Patricia Guth 
 

Bell Choir News! 
We're delighted to announce that the bell choir is once 
again up and running and that we've already had two 
very successful rehearsals. Our newly-formed bell 
choir is made up of several experienced ringers as 
well as a number of new members. Because we 
have quite a few novice ringers that require we move a 
little more slowly, Pat has decided to cap the bell 
choir at 3 octaves at this time. Currently, all spots are 
filled but as soon as we're ready to expand, we'll put 
the word out. We look forward to participating in 
worship sometime in November and during the 
Christmas season.  
 

Boar’s Head Festival and ConcertBoar’s Head Festival and ConcertBoar’s Head Festival and ConcertBoar’s Head Festival and Concert    
    

A long-time tradition is coming to Forest  
Grove Church this Advent season as we  
come together to celebrate our first Boar’s  
Head Festival.  
 

This festival has a long and colorful history, 
originating in 1340 at Queen’s College in Oxford, 
England. Legend has it that a scholar was studying a 
book of Aristotle while walking through the forest on 
his way to midnight services. Suddenly, he was 
confronted by an angry wild boar. Having no other 
weapon, the resourceful student rammed his metal-
bound philosophy book down the throat of the 
charging animal, whereupon the ferocious animal 
choked to death. That night, the boar's head, finely 
dressed and garnished, was carried in procession to 
the dining room, accompanied by carolers singing "in 
honor of the King of bliss." The tradition continues at 
Oxford and in churches around the world. 
 

While our pig will arrive at Forest Grove already 
cooked and ready to serve and no one will have to 
hunt it down, there will certainly be some similarities 
between our celebration and the one that happened 
nearly 700 years ago. You’ll experience the 
procession of the boar – accompanied by the voices of 
choirs, and they’ll be lots of fellowship and food, 
including not only sumptuous pork but also 
appetizers, mashed potatoes, green beans, applesauce, 
stuffing, cider, and a delicious dessert. And most of 
all, as was the case with our Christian ancestors of old, 
we’ll be joining together in praise and honor of Christ 
our King. 



 

Page  3 

 

M ission of the Month for November ~����������	
�����
��
�  
    

Urban Family Council was represented at our October 12 Mission luncheon by the President, 
Chris Pender.  Chris brought along eight members of his staff and they were able to share 

details of the very good work they are accomplishing in the city of Philadelphia.  They are 
now able to speak in about 30 high schools and middle schools, bringing a message of 
abstinence and a "Fatherhood Initiative" to young men and women. They are also being 

welcomed at suburban schools in Bucks, Montgomery and, recently, in Chester counties.  They are 
concentrating many hours of time in Chester because of the great need in that area.  Chris described the new 
facility that UFC has acquired in Philadelphia and some of the Mission Committee would like to go and see 
it.  If you want to come along, just let us know.   
 

Please prayerfully consider your gift to UFC as our Mission of the Month for November.  The work they do 
is vital to bringing a message of life and hope to hurting young people in some of the poorest sections of 
Philadelphia and surrounding areas.  God bless, The Mission Committee 
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Pastor Marie invites budding liturgists of ALL AGES to a two-part Reader’s Workshop on 
(Tuesday, November 18th, 4:45 – 5:30PM and Sunday, November 23rd, 6:00-7:00PM).  There 
will be many opportunities to read: at the Advent Festival, for the lighting of the Advent Candles, on 
Christmas Eve, and during Sunday Worship.  Let the pastor know you are interested! 

Celebrating Advent & Christmas         
    

TTTThe Decorating N ighthe Decorating N ighthe Decorating N ighthe Decorating N ight  
(November 21 st, 6:30PM, soup and pizza, Advent Wreath Making)  
    

Advent FestivalAdvent FestivalAdvent FestivalAdvent Festival    
[November 30 th  – Morning Worship, 1 st Sunday in Advent] ________ 
    

TTTThe Boar’s Head Dinnehe Boar’s Head Dinnehe Boar’s Head Dinnehe Boar’s Head Dinner &  Christmas Concertr &  Christmas Concertr &  Christmas Concertr &  Christmas Concert  
(Sunday, December 7 th , 5:00PM Dinner & 7:00PM Concert, $10/adults, $5/ag es 10 & under)                         

                    Operation Christmas ChildOperation Christmas ChildOperation Christmas ChildOperation Christmas Child 
     [From October 19 th  – November 9 th ] 
 

                    Advent D innersAdvent D innersAdvent D innersAdvent D inners    
     [Wednesdays, December 3 rd  & 17 th ] 
 

                    ChrChrChrChristmas Eveistmas Eveistmas Eveistmas Eve  
     (5:00PM and 7:00PM Candlelight Services)   

    An Advent Festival ~An Advent Festival ~An Advent Festival ~An Advent Festival ~        
 A time to hear in Scripture the 
 story of God’s loving purpose 
 from the time of our rebellion 
 against him until the glorious  
 redemption brought to us by 
 Jesus Christ, and to anticipate 
 his birth with hymns and songs 
 of praise.    
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Forest Grove Presbyterian Church’s Sunday Schools and 
 
 
 
 

�������������������October 19th – November 9th  

�� ���������������������� ���������	
�	�
�	������	��
���	������� �
�
�
�	������� ��Operation Christmas Child is part of Samaritan’s Purse, a Christian relief and 
evangelism organization founded by Billy Graham.  Christmas paper wrapped shoeboxes are 
filled with small toys, school supplies, other gifts, and a message about God’s love.  These spirit 
filled boxes are then sent to poor children around the world. 
�
���	���	���	
��� ��

�  Fill a shoebox using the suggestions on the back of this paper and leave it on the table in fellowship hall before 
November 9th 

OR 
�  Bring in any/some of the supplies listed on the back of this paper and leave them in the big boxes in fellowship 

hall.  Our Sunday School children will use those supplies to fill additional shoeboxes 
OR 

�  Donate $7.00 to help with mailing expenses.  You can write a check… please designate Operation Christmas 
Child on the memo line 

 
For more information, please see Melissa Closterman or Missi Dell’Orefice. 
Check out the heartwarming details online at www.samaritanspurse.org/OCC 

�	�	�	�					�����	���					�	�	�	�	
Instructions for filling a shoebox: 
 

�  Use an ordinary shoebox or similarly sized plastic box and fill it with an assortment of the items listed below.  
Please do NOT wrap the box – our Sunday School children will be doing that. 

�  Select the correct label from below, cut it out, and place it in the box with your items so we know what age/sex 
this gift is for. 

�  Finally, please remember to pray for the child who will receive your special gift. 
 
Thank you!  Forest Grove Sunday School 
 

Toys: small cars, balls, dolls, stuffed animals, kazoos, 
harmonicas, yo-yos, jump ropes, toys that light up or 
make noise, slinky, small Etch-a-sketch, etc 
School Supplies:  pens, pencils and sharpeners, 
stamp/ink pads, writing pads, solar calculators, 
coloring picture books, etc 
Hygiene Items: toothbrush, toothpaste, mild bar soap 
(in plastic bag), comb, washcloth, etc (not liquids such 
as shampoo/conditioner) 
Other: hard candy and lollipop (double plastic bag), 
mints, gum, t-shirts, socks, ballcaps, sunglasses, hair 
clips, toy jewelry, watches, flashlights w/ batteries 
Personal Note:  In a separate envelope, you may 
enclose a note to the child.   Our Sunday School 
children will be making cards and including some 
scripture for the children as well. 
Do Not Include: used or damaged items, toy 
weapons, chocolate or food, liquids or lotions, 
medications or vitamins, or breakable items.                    
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As a follow up to the Phone Card Project held by the 
Women's Association, Rev Peter Gregory reported that the 
76 cards were sent to two places: 
Traumatic Brain Injury Unit, Walter Reed Army Medical 
Center and Naval Air Station, Willow Grove, First Marine 
Air Wing, Mosul, Iraq. 
 

The Women’s Association is presently 
collecting sweatshirts, mittens and hats for 
preschool age children for the Head Start 
Program.  Donations are being collected until December 1st.   
 

On Monday, November 10th, the Women’s Association will 
be raising money for our missions giving at UNO’S in 
Warrington, from 12 - 9PM.  Fifteen percent of your food 
and beverage purchases will benefit the Women’s 
Association Missions Giving when ticket is presented.  
Tickets will soon be available. 
 

Circles will next meet on November 18th, the third Tuesday 
of the month.  Charity Circle will meet at 10:15 AM, 
fellowship hall; study will be Phillipians 2.  Hope Circle will 
meet at 7:30 PM at the home of Louise Stemplewicz. 
 

%!%#$�%!&$%!%#$�%!&$%!%#$�%!&$%!%#$�%!&$����
Monthly Men’s Breakfast (always the 2nd Saturday each 
month.)  Please join us Saturday, November 8th, 7:30 AM.  
All you can eat breakfast, first timers: 
Please call Ed Daniels at 215-598-3257. 
 

'!(����'!(����'!(����'!(����")$ ")$")$")$� ���
Please join us, Wednesday, November 26th,  
at our new time, 12:15 PM, for our monthly luncheon.  
Bring a sandwich; dessert and beverage provided. 
 

�)�&")��*����)�&")��*����)�&")��*����)�&")��*���� ���
Please call Ruth Hood with your prayer requests, 215-343-
9689. 
����

�!�$��!�$��!�$��!�$� ++++����Mothers of Preschoolers 
November 6th & 20th - Our meetings take place on the 1st 
and 3rd Thursdays of the month from 9:30 am - 11:30 am in 
fellowship hall.  If you would like to be a Mentor Mom or 
help with childcare during our meetings, please contact Jolie 
Hyndman at 215.598.1587 or joliejo@comcast.net 
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Patrice Luongo 
     In October we celebrated fall in many  
ways at the Village Preschool. During Fire  
Prevention week the Lingohocken Fire Company 
came and gave a great presentation on fire safety and then 
the children went to the parking look to see the companies 
pump truck.  Fire drills were then conducted to practice 
our escape route. 
     The children worked on cooperation skills as they built 
scarecrows to decoration the playground. The whole 
school went to None Such Farm for a trip to the pumpkin 
patch. 
     The month ended with a Halloween parade and party 
that celebrated the beauty of the fall season. 
     Our November theme is Kind Word, Kind Deeds, 
many activities are planned to encourage these Christian 
values. To Share our bounty the children & families will 
contribute to Mother Hubert’s cupboard or families in 
need in our “Food for Other’s Program.”  
     To increase visibility of the preschool in the 
community, advertising is important.  In October the 
preschool had a display table in the church hall during the 
Eric Mintel Quartet show.  This month I will attend a 
preschool night sponsored by “Mom’s club of 
Doylestown” with other preschools in our area. Our pre-K 
group is building a gingerbread house to enter in the 
contest at Peddlers Village. The best form of advertising 
remains word of mouth. So please continue to pray for our 
staff and students and talk to others about our great 
school.  “Happy Thanksgiving” 
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Dear Friends, 
     Again our thanks for your many kindnesses during the 
year. 
     Phil had his second hip replaced September 23rd.  He’s 
doing well but will feel better once he can drive.  At this 
point, he’s worth more than I am because of all his scrap 
metal.  (2 hips, a knee and shoulder.) 
     My cancer has spread but so far it’s still in my head 
and face.  I started another round of chemo on Oct. 16th 
and I’ll have it every three weeks. 
     We hope to be back to church soon.   
     Thank you so much Pastor Marie and Sally for your 
visit an bringing us communion.  It was much appreciated.  
The fall decorations were also a pleasant surprise.   
     Please keep us in your prayers. 
 
    Most Sincerely,  
    Joan and Phil Blaetz 

���	��
��&�
����
������,����	��
��&�
����
������,����	��
��&�
����
������,����	��
��&�
����
������,�   
Pete Mills 
11/2 – Regular Fellowship, Church 
11/9 – Special Fellowship - TBA 
11/16 – Regular Fellowship, Church 
11/23 – Regular Fellowship, Church 
11/30 – No Fellowship – Thanksgiving weekend 
12/7 – Regular Fellowship, Church 
12/13 – Saturday - Casting Crowns Christmas Celebration, 
Sovereign Center Reading (RSVP ASAP!) 
12/14 – Regular Fellowship, Church 
12/21 – Regular Fellowship, Church 
12/28 – Special Fellowship  - TBA 
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NovemberNovemberNovemberNovember Birthdays Birthdays Birthdays Birthdays    
�������� – John Dura Sr., Jim Hampton, Nancy Yerkes 
����  – Lindsay Peters 
�������� – Bradley Ryman 
����  – Maggie Realley, Nick Dell’Orefice 
����  – Kim Tommassello, Carolyn Wolf 
��������������������Edith Payton�
�	��	��	��	� – Martin Henley, Scarlett Bradney����
��������  – David Choi, Bob Benedict 
�
�
�
�
  – Sandy Rekemeier  
��������  – Nettie Rainey, Brian Garcia, William 
Hyndman 5th  
��������  – Suzanne Bradney, Daniel Ziskind 
��������  – Joanne Lauer, Peggy Mellinger, Michael 
Sanders, Emily Finger 
�������� – Judy Ferguson 
�	�	�	�	 – Mrs. Caroline Percetti  
��������  – Michelle Forsyth 
��������  – Ellena Realley 
��������  – Wes Schroeder 
	�	�	�	�  – Todd Borneman,  
Laura Rockafellow 
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���������������� -����Scott McMahon, Alison Baker  
������������ – Stacey Jencks, Ray Lynch, Katie  
        Sherron, Mary Ashley 
������������ – Quartie Durell 
��������  – Becky Schroeder 
 

August August August August BirthdaysBirthdaysBirthdaysBirthdays    
��������– Anita Peters 
�������� – Kaela Sherron, James McMahon 
�������� – Carol Reinhardt, Tammy Watkins 




  – Lois Daniels 
�������� – Megan Dura Beke, Mike Guarracino,         
       Dee Tori 
��������  – Ronie Doebler, Kevin Realley 
�	��	��	��	�����  Lynne Brown 
�������� – Jule Scarpill 
��������  – Joanne Daniels, Dylan McKeever 
������������ – Kate Kokas, Brad Peters 
������������ – Matthew Realley 
����
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Operating Fund 
For the Nine Months Ended September 30, 2008 

 
 
COLLECTIONS & MISC INC    $108,812 
Large Fund Income                                                  18,234 
EXPENSES 
Pastor Compensation                                              11,745 
Staff                                                                         65,570 
Office                                                                       16,142 
Music & Worship                                                          958 
Christian Education                                                   1,646 
Property                                                                   18,673 
Stewardship/Finance                                                       0 
Parish Life                                                                    511  
Other                                                                             210 
        Total Expenses                                               115,456 
 
Operating Fund Surplus (Deficit)                          11,590 
 
Fund Balance at 12/31/07                                        (3,566) 
 
Fund Balance at 9/30/08                                       $  8,024 
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Benevolence Fund 
September 30, 2008 

 
Balance 8/30/2008                                                  $ 891 
 
Receipts: 
 
Campus Crusade                    $ 786 
 
                   $   786 
 
Total Disbursements                                                ($891) 
 
Balance 9/30/2008                                                 $   786  
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The Harvest Table will be set up for collecting 

of non-perishable food items for families in 
need during this month.  Please bring in items 

and place on the table over the next few 
weeks.  Table will be in fellowship hall. 

Thank you,  
The Deacons 
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but that doesn’t mean it’s closed!  All 
members are welcome to purchase a key fob 
for $10.  Please see Debbie. 
 

$�-����������/$�-����������/$�-����������/$�-����������/   
Monday, November 10th, UNO’S 12 - 9PM.   
Fifteen percent of your food and beverage 
purchases will benefit the Women’s 
Association Missions Giving when ticket is 
presented.  Tickets will soon be available. 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday  Saturday 

      1 

2 
9:00 AM  Sunday 
School 
10:30 AM  
Worship/Communion 
11:45 AM  Bell 
Choir 
7:00 PM  Youth 
Group 
 

3 4 
4:00 PM  Singing 
Angels 
4:45 PM  Tuesday 
Club 
 

5 6 
9:00 AM  Prayer & 
Praise 
9:30 AM  MOPS 
7:00 PM  Senior 
Choir 
 

7 8 
7:30 AM  
Men's 
Breakfast 
 

9 
9:00 AM  Sunday 
School 
10:30 AM  Worship 
11:45 AM  Bell 
Choir 
 

10 
UNO’S 12-9PM 

11 
4:00 PM  Singing 
Angels 
4:45 PM  Tuesday 
Club 
7:30 PM  Mission 
 

12 
7:00 PM  Deacons 
7:00 PM  Property 
7:30 PM  Worship 
& Music 
 

13 
9:00 AM  Prayer & 
Praise 
6:30 PM  Parish 
Life 
7:00 PM  Senior 
Choir 
 

14 15 

16 
9:00 AM  Sunday 
School 
10:30 AM  Worship 
11:45 AM  Bell 
Choir 
7:00 PM  Youth 
Group 
 

17 18 
10:00 AM  Charity 
Circle 
4:00 PM  Singing 
Angels 
4:45 PM  Tuesday 
Club                     
4:45 PM Reader’s 
Workshop 
7:00 PM  Session 
7:30 PM  Hope 
Circle 
 

19 
7:00 PM  Property 
 

20 
9:00 AM  Prayer & 
Praise 
9:30 AM  MOPS 
7:00 PM  Senior 
Choir 
 

21                  
6:30 PM - 
Advent Wreath 
Making  

22 

23 
9:00 AM  Sunday 
School 
10:30 AM  Worship 
11:45 AM  Bell 
Choir                     
6:00 PM Reader’s 
Workshop 
7:00 PM  Youth 
Group 
 

24 25 
4:00 PM  Singing 
Angels 
4:45 PM  Tuesday 
Club 
5:30 PM  
Intergenerational 
Dinner/Bible 
Study 
 

26 
12:15 PM  
Goldminers 
 

27                      
THANKSGIVING 
DAY 

28 29 

30  Advent Festival 
9:00 AM  Sunday 
School 
10:30 AM  Worship 
11:45 AM  Bell 
Choir 
 

      

     

Happy moments, PRAISE GOD. 
Difficult moments, SEEK GOD. 

Quiet moments, WORSHIP GOD. 
Painful moments, TRUST GOD. 
Every moment, THANK GOD. 
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Regular Worship Time for the  
2008-2009 Program Year: 
Worship 10:30 AM 
Sunday School 9:00 AM 
Summer Worship: 
Hymn Sing 9:15 AM 
Worship 9:30 AM 
 
Church Office Hours: 
9:00 AM – 4:00 PM (M-F) 
Phone:  215-794-8575 
Fax:  215-794-5315 
Pastor:  Rev. Marie Cone 
Email:  pastor@forestgrovechurch.org 
Administrative Assistant:  Deborah Seeger 
Email:  office@forestgrovechurch.org 
www.forestgrovechurch.org  
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FOREST GROVE CHURCH 
IS RECYCLING 

 
PLEASE USE RECYCLING CONTAINER 

IN THE CHURCH KITCHEN (near refrigerator) 
FOR CANS, PLASTIC #1 & #2 AND GLASS.  

PLEASE RINSE CONTAINERS BEFORE 
PLACING IN CONTAINERS. 

 
ALSO, WHITE PAPER IS BEING RECYCLED 
TOO.  THE CONTAINER IS IN THE OFFICE 

NEXT TO THE COPIER. 
THANK YOU. 


