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A Note From the Pastor
“…For truly I tell you, if you have faith the size of a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain,
‘Move from here to there,’ and it will move; and nothing will be impossible for you.”
Matthew 17:20
Recently I was reading the newsletter of a pastor
friend. With each edition he closes his column with
the words, “Hoping Big.” He started this practice
early on in his tenure there when the congregation
was going through significant changes. I knew what
he meant, but it could be interpreted several ways.
His is a large congregation and the hope could have
been that the congregation would not only remain
strong during their time of transition but maybe
grow even larger. It could also be an indication of a
desire to catch up with God who always has big
plans able to accomplish more than we can ever
imagine.
Whichever the interpretation, to me the emphasis
has always been on the word “big.” If you are going
to hope, better to hope big since we live in a culture where “big” is often the desired goal – big
houses, big bank accounts, big cars, big vacations…
Even farmers strive to win the prize for “biggest” –
pumpkin, cow, or pig. Back in the ‘80s women’s
fashions went for big - hair and the shoulder pads.
Well, maybe “big” isn’t always the best thing.
Our churches have also valued “big.” We have big
steeples, big organs and big memberships. In fact,
the health of a congregation was often measured by
its attendance. I knew of a pastor that wouldn’t let
the membership rolls be updated because he feared
that it would reflect a shrinking congregation. Even
those who were deceased were kept on.
In a recent issue of the magazine Presbyterian Outlook columnist Kristin Stroble wrote about the virtues of “small.” We often equate “small” with inferior (except when it is your pants size). In churches
we bemoan our smallness saying that it holds us
back in our ministry due to lack of funds and lack of
volunteers. But Stroble says that instead of focusing
on deficits, we should focus on strengths. "Let’s
give thanks for our small churches and the momen-

tous ways they take five loaves and two fish and
multiply them everyday. We worship a God who
praises the small gifts of a widow’s mite and who
promises us that the faith of a mustard seed can
move mountains. Small churches are a gift. They
have and continue to change lives and the world
through the simple gift of love." I commend to you
Stroble’s entire article that can be found on the
internet at https://pres-outlook.org/2016/09/giftsmall-churches/ (if you’re reading this online, just press
“Ctrl” and click the link) or ask in the church office
for a copy.
The church started small with the gathering of a
few in each other’s homes. The small church is a
place where everyone knows your name and life’s
triumphs and tragedies are shared at a very deep
level. Our children are embraced by many adopted
grandparents, aunts, uncles and cousins who watch
them as they grow. In a culture that is crying out
for connection and community, small churches are
a gift that is greatly needed.
When it comes to mission, every movement of
change started small with just one or two who
were given a vision. The numbers in the pew may
be small, but the faith and spirit may be enough to,
well, move mountains!
Being small doesn’t mean you don’t think, or “Hope
Big.” Remember, big things come in small packages.
Think we can’t do much or be much because we
are small? God disagrees.
Yours in Christ’s service,
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Sunday School
All children are welcome in Sunday School! The children leave for
Sunday School each week following the “Time with Children”. However, on the first Sunday of each month, children stay in the sanctuary
with their families for the whole worship service.
The Sunday morning schedule is:
9am Jr/Sr High Sunday School
Confirmation Class
Adult Ed
10am Worship Service
10:15am Children dismissed to Sunday School
11:15am Sunday School ends

The Voice in Your Heart
Do you feel a gentle calling towards the Sunday School? Then you are the volunteer we need to help teach our children!
If you would like to find out more information on how to get involved please e-mail Carice at cariceml@gmail.com.

Youth Group Has a Month of Great Activities!
October 2:
October 9:
October 14:
October 16:
October 23:
October 30:

Corn Maze. 1:30-5pm. Cost is $10. Meet at the church.
CROP Walk for Hunger. 1:30pm.
Meet at Doylestown United Methodist Church
Fun with the Germantown Pres. Church Youth Group.
Meet at Forest Grove at 6pm. Dinner provided.
World Food Day. 11am-12pm. Determine winners of the
challenges and take food to the Food Pantry.
Regular Meeting - 7:00-8:30pm
Sleepy Hollow Hayride & Haunted House. Cost $20.
Meet at church at 6:30.

Tuesday Bible Study is now Wednesday Bible Study
Yes, we are ready to start again exploring the scriptures to discern God’s will for our lives. For several years a group
has met at the church on Tuesdays but due to scheduling conflicts we are moving to Wednesday morning at 10:00.
Instead of meeting at the church we are gathering at the clubhouse of Buckingham Springs. This move will send us out
into the world and perhaps then be of interests to those outside the church, particularly those living in the Springs. Of
course the group continues to have church members as its core participants.
Pastor Su will continue to lead the group. Our first study on October 5 will be based on the Gospel of Luke. This gospel is identified as volume one of “the beloved physician’s” writings. It ends with the anticipation of volume two, The
Acts of the Apostles. The study will spend time exploring many of the well-known stories in order to be drawn into a
deeper understanding of their meaning. Church members, friends, and friends we haven’t met yet are all welcome to
join this study. The Biblical novice as well as those more versed in scripture will find the discussions accessible and
thought-provoking.
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The Church Has Left the Building - November 6
For the past four years the first Sunday in November has meant that for one Sunday Forest Grove Presbyterian Church is leaving the confines of their building and
going out into God’s big world to engage in the ministry of Jesus Christ. A variety
of mission projects are identified by the Mission Committee from which the congregation can choose to participate. This year’s theme is based on many of the
teachings in the Luke’s gospel where Jesus teaches us to live free - free
from selfishness and sinfulness so we can be free to sacrifice, to be sent, to serve,
to seek and to share. God can set us free to be on the outside what we believe on
the inside. Let Jesus turn you inside out! The Church Has Left the Building is one
way to live this way.
On Sunday November 6 we will suspend our usual Sunday morning schedule. Instead we will gather together at 9:00
AM for a brief time of scripture, prayer and singing then go “outside” into the mission field where the Holy Spirit will
lead us. The Mission Committee is finalizing mission options but these will include:
- work at Beacon Presbyterian Church in Philadelphia – where we have worked for the past 4 years!
- make soup for Aid for Friends who will distribute the food to the frail elderly in Bucks County
- engage with Adults who have disabilities through Allies, a non-profit organization who provide group homes & services for this population
- work at the Doylestown Food Pantry
- make lunches for homeless in Bucks County
- make shoes from old blue jeans for Sole Hope, an organization that offer hope, healthier lives, and freedom from
foot-related diseases through education, jobs, medical relief and shoes.
A few other jobs are being worked out but if you know of an organization or individual who could use hands-on help
from our congregation members, please speak with Pastor Su or a member of the Mission Committee including Kara
Holton, Linda Bowers, Don Huber, Sarah Fall-Lucera, Laura and Tony Visco.
Why are we doing this on Sunday? Because Sunday is already the day that most set aside for God. Other days are filled
with other activities and responsibilities. It will also demonstrate to the surrounding community that we aren’t some
mysterious organization confined to a building, but are real people who live their faith.
What about worship? We will worship, just not at 10:00 in the morning. At 5:00 when the work is complete, we go to
Woodside Presbyterian where we will join other churches that have also engaged in missions. A simple meal of pizza
will be provided (donations for the meal are welcome) followed by a celebration of worship including sharing the Lord’s
Supper. Come as you are, tired and exhilarated, covered with the dirt, dust, paint, sweat, or whatever. This will be a
wonderful time to not only praise our God who calls and equips us for God’s work, but also to share stories of how
God’s Spirit has acted through even us.

Inside Out: The Church Has Left the Building Daily Devotions
As we prepare to leave the building, you are invited to prepare your hearts and minds by reading special devotions that
have been written by church members from the wide variety of churches who are also participating in this year’s day of
mission. Devotions are available by a link on the church website or in Fellowship Hall on the table just outside the
sanctuary. May God speak through the words of others.

We Need Old Blue Jeans
One of the mission projects is making shoes from old blue jeans. That’s right – shoes from blue jeans. In order to
make this project a success, we need old jeans. They can’t be completely worn out, but they can be gently used. We
can always cut around the holes. If you don’t have any jeans but want to donate, Goodwill is a great source for cheap
clothing. Please bring your washed jeans to the church before November 6.
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World Food Day is a day of action against hunger.
World Food Day is a day of action against hunger. On October 16, people around
the world come together to declare their commitment to eradicate hunger in our
lifetime. Because when it comes to hunger, the only acceptable number in the world
is zero.

Why care about hunger?
Because the right to food is a basic human right.
In a world of plenty, 805 million people, one in nine worldwide, live with
chronic hunger.
Because we can end hunger in our lifetime.
It’s possible. The world produces enough food to feed every person on the
planet. In September 2000, world leaders signed a commitment to achieve
eight Millennium Development Goals by 2015. MDG #1 is eradicate extreme
poverty and hunger. Since then: Over the past 20 years, the likelihood of a
child dying before age five has been nearly cut in half, which means about
17,000 children are saved every day.
Extreme poverty rates have also been cut in half since 1990.
Because the cost of neglect is too high.
In addition to the cost of human suffering, the world as a whole loses when
people do not have enough to eat. Hungry people have learning difficulties,
are less productive at work, are sick more often and live shorter lives. The
cost to the global economy because of malnutrition is the equivalent of
US$3.5 trillion a year.
Because it can happen to anyone.
Even in the U.S., one of the richest countries in the world, one in seven
Americans - 14.3 percent - does not have enough to eat. Nutritious food can
be expensive, making a balanced diet a luxury for many. Loss of a job, a family tragedy, poor health, or an accident can make anyone, anywhere, go hungry in a moment.

Join the Youth Group in the fight against hunger by joining
the World Food Day Fight Against Hunger contest.
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World Food Day Fight Against Hunger Contest
The Youth Group is challenging members of the congregation to bring in food items to be donated to the
Doylestown Food Pantry.

Be part of a team!
Create a team that will work together to purchase food items to be donated. Teams can be as small as 1 but not
larger than 8. Name your team. Create a team logo. Have fun!

Prizes will be awarded for donations.
Prizes will be awarded for the following:
 Most balanced food group items
 Most coupons used
 Most green (the color) items
 Most items using all the letters of the alphabet (first letter)
 Largest pile of items
 Most items found in the Bible
 Heaviest pile of food

Please bring all items to the church on

Sunday morning, October 16 before worship.
The Youth Group will deliver all items to the food pantry once prizes are awarded.
FOOD BANK DONATIONS NEEDED:
Protein: Canned meats such as tuna, chicken, salmon. Beans, canned or dried. Split peas, lentils. Peanut butter.

Grain: Pasta, rice, or quinoa. Oatmeal or breakfast cereals (whole grain or low sugar).
Dairy: Shelf stable milk, non-fat dried powder milk, or dry-grated Parmesan cheese.
Prepared meals: Pasta sauces, stews, canned pasta, baked beans, or Mac & Cheese. Chunky soups.
Fruits: Canned fruit in its own juice or 100% fruit juice.
Vegetables: Especially carrots, potatoes, yams, or tomatoes.
Baking goods: Cake mix, flour, or sugar.
Fresh Produce that does not require refrigeration, like onions, garlic, oranges, carrots, potatoes, sweet potatoes, apples, pears, or bananas.
Other items: Olive oil, canola oil, broths, lemon juice, or vinegar. Spices such as pepper, cinnamon, oregano,
parsley, or chili powder. Healthy snacks. Ketchup, mayo, or salad dressings.
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Missionary Visit from Italy
On October 23, 2016, Forest Grove Church will welcome Rosaria Vincenzi, Director of Imparare Gioconda, a children’s mission in Naples, Italy. This Mission is one that we support through our regular mission budget. Rosaria will
bring greetings from the children who come to her center every day after school for a meal, a bible lesson, some
homework help and some safe play time.
This year there are about 30 children at the center every day. These are children at risk because their parents/
caretakers are unable to be with them after school because of work schedules. They would be unattended by an adult
if they were not at the center. Rosaria has spent her entire adult life caring for poor children. She served as the Executive Director of a large orphanage before she started her own center nine years ago. The center which houses Imparare Gioconda (Learning While Playing) provides safe play for the children in a gated playground. Forest Grove
Church was partly responsible for purchasing the awesome swing set the children enjoy every day in that playground.
In the summer of 2015 Forest Grove Church joined Shenango Presbyterian Church in western PA, on a Mission Trip
to Italy to work for a week with Rosaria and her children. We were blessed to be a part of this good work and we
look forward to renewing our friendship with Rosaria.
Laura Visco, for the Mission Committee

New Child Protection Law
On December 31, 2014, a new child protection law went into effect in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. Adults
applying for an unpaid position as a volunteer responsible for the welfare of a child or having direct contact with children will need clearances submitted prior to the commencement of service.
- A child is any individual under 18 years of age.
- Direct contact with children is defined as the care, supervision, guidance or control of children or routine
interaction with children. Therefore if you work with or are a part of:
• Nursery Care • Sunday School • Vacation Bible School • Youth Group • Mission Trips
You are required to obtain your own clearances and submit copies of these to Forest Grove Presbyterian.
The clearances needed are:
• Report of criminal history from the Pennsylvania State Police (PSP). https://epatch.state.pa.us/.
• A Child Abuse Clearance can be obtained through the Child Welfare Portal.
• Volunteers applying for an unpaid position are not required to obtain FBI Clearance if the position is unpaid
and they have been a continuous resident of Pennsylvania for the past 10 years.
All clearances must be:
• renewed every 36 months based on the date of each individual clearance.
• You must have these clearances prior to volunteering.
• All necessary instructions and links to apply for these clearances can be found at
http://www.dhs.pa.gov/provider/childwelfareservices/childabusehistoryclearanceforms/#.Vv18l-IrLcs
You own the clearances: Clearances may be transferred to Forest Grove if any person obtained the above clearances within the previous 36 months. Forest Grove must retain copies of the required information and require the
individual to produce the original documents prior to employment or acceptance to serve in any such capacity. An
employer, administrator, supervisor or person responsible for selection of volunteers that intentionally fails to require
an applicant to submit the required clearance commits a misdemeanor of the third degree. This information is confidential and may not be released to other individuals.
If you have any questions, please contact Beth Conti, Christian Education chair or the church office.

New Elders & Deacons
The Nominating Committee is working to nominate new elders and deacons for Forest Grove. If you would like to
serve or nominate someone to serve please contact Laura Visco, Phyllis Scarpill, or Sally Thiessen.
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Church Women - Join Us!
The morning group of Church Women will be attending Pastor Su's Bible Study each Wednesday morning at
Buckingham Springs. The mission "Knitting for Kids" has yarn available to anyone who would like to contribute
to this project. You may use your own designs or request directions provided by World Vision. If you are interested please see Judy Ferguson.
The evening group of Church Women will meet October 18th at 7:30PM at Marge Turner's home (215-5983963). They will be studying "Twelve Women of the Bible: Life stories for women of today.” Open to all.

A Comparison

by Esther Welch

Did you ever look at a tree and compare it to a human being?
No, I’m not relating to the conversation Barbara Walters had when
she asked Katherine Hepburn, “If you were a tree, what kind would you be?”
When I look at a sapling in the spring, I think of a young child who is
just starting to grow. You can see the buds and the beginning of growth
and you wonder what it will become. Will it grow to be strong and
defy all ill winds? Will it need the nourishment of care and love?
When I look at a tree in the summer, I see the buds bursting into leaves
and in doing so, surprises itself and we who make the observation.
Some even make beautiful flowers. It’s much like having the same joy
of accomplishment when your child takes his first step or reads the first sentence.
When I look at the tree in the fall I think of one who is egotistical.
However, I always admire it and excuse it because anything that beautiful
could not be blamed for showing off.
When I look at a tree in the winter, I admire the contour.
I see the internet of tiny and big branches that support each other.
I think of the importance of how all of us inter-twine and need each other. Sometimes the
winter tree realizes it is cold and naked so it allows itself to be covered by a soft and fleecy
blanket of protection and love.
Apparently, this tree and the human have had the physical and personal care and love
that is needed for the development into one that is strong with deep roots
to make and keep it that way.

What’s Happening with the Manse?
We had a conversation about the future of the manse/annex in July. Many suggestions were shared about what we
might do with this building. Nothing has been decided. Right now we are gathering the necessary information about
the building’s structure and the township’s zoning regulations. We hope to have that information available in the
next few weeks and will then have another conversation. Meanwhile, please pray for God’s guidance. This could be
the opportunity God has been waiting for in order to engage us in an exciting and much needed ministry. Remember, we have a great God who can do amazing and usually unexpected things. Listen for GOD’s voice! If God wills it
– it can happen!
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Aging with Grace Older Adult Series
The Parish Life Committee is sponsoring an important series regarding issues pertaining to aging. The lengthening
of the average human lifespan is one of the remarkable achievements of the 20th century. In 1900, life expectancy
was only 47, but over those 100 years, it rose to 75 for men and 78 for women. The percentage of older persons
in our global society is growing and expected to nearly double between 1990 and 2030.
This trend is no less apparent here in the United States and is especially noticeable within our own congregations
of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.), where the average age of worshipers is 58 — and rising. For every worshiper
under the age of 25, there are more than six worshipers over the age of 65, which account for 35% of all Presbyterians.
With aging comes its own set of challenges and uncertainties. Most of us would like to age gracefully and maintain
our dignity as well as make our own decisions regarding our welfare. This series will offer both useful information
as well as the opportunity to actually put into place directives for family members for “when the time comes.”
Basic information is provided on the flyer included in this newsletter. A more detailed description is as follows:
October 5: 1:00 – 3:00 PM - Respecting Healthcare Choices: An Advanced Care Planning Program
Program by Dr, Carolyn Newsom
Talking about end-of-life choices may not be easy, but it’s important to define and share decisions with loved
ones about the care you want if an accident or illness leaves you unable to speak for yourself. This workshop
will help guide participants through the process of defining personal values and preferences that shape end-oflife decisions and how to share them with loved ones.
October 12: 1:00 – 3:00 PM – Estate Planning: Preparing for Your Financial Wishes
Program by Alice Hart Hughes, Attorney at Law
This workshop will help guide participants through the process of making decisions about their assets and financial power of attorney. End of life decisions can be overwhelming and it is often hard to navigate legal papers or even know where to begin. Planning ahead can be the greatest gift you can ever give to the people
you love. Everyone should decide about their own assets and not the government.
October 19: 1:00 – 3:00 PM – Funeral Arrangements
Program by Lou Bayne, Leaver-Cable Funeral Home, Inc.
What do you want for your final farewell? The death of a loved one is a very emotional time and can lead to
disagreements among family members as to what the deceased’s memorial should look like. This workshop
will provide you with information about funeral choices and arrangements. This is not a sales-pitch, but an opportunity to understand the possibilities and procedures.
October 26: 1:00 – 3:00 PM – Spirituality and Emotional Care of the Elderly
Program TBA
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Another Chicken BBQ Success!
Thanks, a small word, but it has a huge amount of appreciation behind it – appreciation for the many, many who
helped out to make the Chicken BBQ a success. The food was delicious. The decorations were lovely. The organization allowed everything to run smoothly. The clean-up left the place looking better than before! The fellowship
was Spirit-filled – and we sold every piece of chicken to happy members of the congregation the next day. It
doesn’t get better than that! See what God can do when we all work together!
A special note of thanks goes out to Beth Conti, Carol Eckmeder, Dee Tori, Kevin Kilgore, Kim Wertz, Sharon &
Tim Ruth. These were the masterminds who brought the rest of us together. Thank you for your leadership and
service. You are a blessing!
The Chicken BBQ is a mission fund raiser. This year The Church Has Left the Building and Family Promise were
the recipients of the proceeds. Family Promise is a local organization that provides assistance to homeless families.
In the United States today, one child out of five lives in poverty. Families with children make up 40% of the people
in this country who experience homelessness. Family Promise keeps families together providing temporary housing
but work toward sustainable independence.

October Schedules
Elder of the Month: Laura Visco
Deacon of the Month: Missi Dell’Orefice
Greeter of the Month: Don Huber
Ushers
10/2 - Peg & Bill Mellinger
10/9 - Brad Sanders
10/16 - Judy & Jim Ferguson
10/23 - Maggie Rash, Deric Wertz
10/30 - Emilie & Walter Cullerton

Nursery
10/2 - Sarah & Chris Lucera
10/9 - Kara Holton
10/16 - Karen Myers
10/23 - Sandy Forsyth
10/30 - Louise Stemplewicz

October Birthdays
10/1 Rich Washburn
Chris Preston
10/3 Stephanie Kilgore
10/4 Carole Borneman
10/5 Sarah Mills
10/6 Mary Reinhardt
David Closterman
10/13 Adam Davis
10/14 Laura Visco

10/16
10/19
10/23
10/24
10/27
10/29

Matthew McKeever
Barbara McCorkindale
Anna Kimbel
Haley McKeever
Samuel Holton
Tyler Young

Operating Fund 08/31/2016
Collections & Income
$ 117,257
Large Fund Income
12,975
Total Income 130,232
Expenses
Pastor Compensation
59,985
Staff
38,881
Office
9,359
Music & Worship
885
Christian Education
1,143
Property
17,389
Stewardship/Finance
189
Parish Life
326
Other
4,300
Total Expenses 132,457
Operating Surplus

(2,225)

Fund Balance @ 12/31/15
Fund Balance @ 8/31/16

34,080
31,855

Benevolence Fund
Balance @ 6731/16

4,600

Receipts/Disbursement

Balance @ 8/31/16
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Forest Grove Presbyterian Church
1856 Forest Grove Road
PO Box 462
Forest Grove, PA 18922

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
10am Worship Service
Church Office Hours
9am-2pm (Monday-Thursday)
Phone 215-794-8575
Pastor: Reverend Susan L. Fall
Email: pastorsu@forestgrovechurch.org
Administrative Assistant: Kim Wertz
Email: office@forestgrovechurch.org
www.ForestGroveChurch.org

2
9am - Jr./Sr. High Sunday School
Confirmation Class
10am - Worship Service
1:30pm - Youth Group

3

4
4pm - Nominating
Committee

5

6

10am Bible Study
@ Buckingham Springs
1pm - Aging With Grace

10:30am
Parish Life
Meeting

10
9
9am- Jr./Sr. High Sunday School
Confirmation Class
10am- Worship Service
10:15am- Sunday School
1:30pm - Youth Group CROP Walk

11

12
9am - Deacons
10am Bible Study
@ Buckingham Springs
1pm - Aging With Grace

16
9am- Jr./Sr. High Sunday School
Confirmation Class
10am- Worship Service
10:15am- Sunday School
11am - Youth Group

18

19

October

17

23
24
9am- Jr./Sr. High Sunday School
Confirmation Class
Adult Ed
11:30am Mission
10am- Worship Service
Meeting
10:15am Sunday School
7pm - Youth Group
30 STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY 31
9am- Jr./Sr. High Sunday School
Confirmation Class
Adult Ed
10am- Worship Service
10:15am Sunday School
6:30pm - Youth Group Hayride

7

8

13
9:30am
Worship &
Music

14

15

20

21

22

27

28

29

Youth
Group
6-9pm

10am Bible Study
7:30pm - Stewardship
@ Buckingham Springs
Meeting
1pm - Aging With Grace
25

26

10am Bible Study
11:45am Christian Ed Meeting
@ Buckingham Springs
7pm- Session Meeting 1pm - Aging With Grace

10:30am Parish Life
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S te w a rd sh
O ct o b er 2 3
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