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“…for unto us a child is born, to us a son is given.” - Isaiah 9:6
Pastor’s Notes
Thanksgiving will soon come and go and then the holiday shopping
season will be upon us. Wait, hasn’t it started already? I mean, the
ads for holiday gifts and decorations seem to be everywhere. We
might shake our heads and sigh about how quickly we are inundated
with the “Christmas Spirit” but the truth is US consumers are
expected to spend over $1 trillion on gifts this year, so, no time to
waste!
I admit that I am among those trying to find the perfect meaningful
gift for the ones on my list. I got to thinking about that, a meaningful
gift. What would that be? Back in 1992 Gary Chapman wrote a book
based on his research into what he calls “love languages.” According
to Chapman, there are 5 different love languages which include
“words of affirmation” – “Gee, you’re great!”; “quality time” – “I’ll
pencil you into my schedule for ‘us’ time”; “acts of service” – “let me
help”; “physical touch” – “hugs and kisses”; and “receiving gifts” – I
think you get this one. These 5 expressions are ways that we show and
give love. Usually people use multiple forms of love depending on the
circumstance but also depending on the recipient. Often we give love
the way in which we want to receive love.
So back to gifts. We give gifts at Christmas as a way to demonstrate
affection or appreciation for someone. So what would be a meaningful
gift. Author Halford E. Luccock suggests that the best gifts are those
which show a lovely lack of common sense but one that would bring a
smile or laugh. Instead of a neck tie, how about a Lionel train?
Instead of a vacuum cleaner, how about a pair of dancing shoes?
Instead of a book on the “Archeology of the Bible,” how about the
New Yorker book of cartoons?
Children are so easy to shop for because there are so many
impractical but awesome gifts for them. Why not adults? Christmas
is the season for impractical gifts of love and appreciation because
after all, God is the original gift-giver and a baby in a barn certainly is
a prime example of the impractical. Who wanted that? No one
clapped and said, “Goody, goody, just what I wanted!” But that gift
certainly demonstrated a multitude of love languages,
as Gary Chapman would describe.

This Christmas, look at your gift list and think about what language
of love and appreciation you want to speak. Don’t forget to put God
on that list. As you are thinking about what fun grandma will have
when she opens her gift certificate to get her toenails painted with
you, complete with sparkle nail polish, think about what gift you will
give to the original Gift-Giver. What love language will you speak?
I hope it is something lovingly fun!
Yours in Christ’s service,

Job Well Done – The Church Has Left the Building
What a great day we had just a few weeks ago when our congregation
“left the building” extending the love of Jesus, partnering with God
in mission. There were many precious moments as the Spirit was so
visibly present and empowering. Projects for this year included
making 75 servings of soup to be donated to and distributed by Aid
for Friends – and all of that without a stove! We also made 100
peanut butter and jelly sandwiches that were then put into individual
lunch bags along with a fresh apple, snack, dessert and water bottle.
These lunches were donated to the Trenton Area Soup Kitchen who
distribute about 400 lunches per day, many to the “working poor.”
Others left the building to provide sorting and pricing assistance at
Nova Thrift Store where all the proceeds are used to pay for legal
services to victims of violence. Still others went to Solana Assisted
Living to play games and provide a special snack for residents in the
memory unit. And the last group, our youth group, prepared a meal
that was given to the residents living at the “The Well,” a joint
Presbyterian and Lutheran homeless women’s shelter in
Philadelphia.
God’s call to be a blessing by going out into the world and share the
Good News of the gospel was heard here at Forest Grove. Indeed,
WE were blessed!!! We can’t wait to do it again next year. Meanwhile, each month we offer opportunities to engage in mission during
our Friday Night Fellowship held on the 4th Friday of each month.
See the article to learn what’s happening in the months ahead.
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Stewardship Campaign Follow Up
Throughout the fall we have talked about getting onboard God’s
train bound for glory through our annual stewardship
campaign. As disciples of Jesus Christ, we are called to be on the
move toward God’s kingdom by participating in God’s work of supporting one another and our community through mission, regularly
gathering for worship, and nurturing our own faith as well as that of
the next generation – our children and youth.
In 2019 we set an operating budget of approximately $207,600. At the
same time we asked for commitments for our capital campaign so
that we could make much needed improvements to our church
property. As ever, the congregation of Forest Grove was faithful in
their commitment and we have not only been able to continue the
missions and ministry of Forest Grove but also begin the work on our
capital improvements. Only the weather is holding us back now. Still
there are very visible positive changes happening!
Looking forward, in 2020, the session is anticipating the need for a
very modest increase of 1% to our operating budget that will allow us
to not only continue the work of Jesus Christ but also continue the
new Friday Night Fellowship initiative and add a Friday Night Storytelling Service. We pray that members will recognize their own need
to share God’s gifts through their stewardship pledges.
We will receive commitments on Sunday, November 24 – just in time
for Thanksgiving and what better way to give thanks than to support
God’s mission at Forest Grove! For those who have made their
pledge, we deeply appreciate it. For those who are still considering,
we hope that you will not only consider our need, but remember the
joy that can be had in giving and make a difference for others. Your
faith has been important for you. This is your opportunity to allow
others to receive that same gift of faith.
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More about the Capital Campaign
Parking Lot and Site Lighting: Lots has happened with the parking
lot and new driveway. Work will continue on the sidewalks, site
lighting, and paving into December. The plan is to have the base coat
of paving done by December. The top coat will be done in the Spring
after the completion of work on the new rear entrance.
Rear entrance: The Sheffield Group has been chosen to construct the
new rear entrance. A representative of that company is working with
our architect to finalize pricing and prepare a contract. It is expected
that work will begin on the rear entrance in Spring 2020.
Sanctuary windows & painting: The contract for new windows has
been signed with Renewal by Anderson, and a deposit has been made.
As mentioned last month, the contract for painting the soffits, fascia,
and window frames was awarded to DPL Painting. The window
installation and painting are scheduled for Spring 2020.
Underground oil tank: Remember the oil leak from the tank last
summer? As requested by the PA Department of Environmental
Protection, we had a special test done on our well water. The water is
not contaminated, and the PA DEP advised by email that no further
action is needed on our part. We received the official letter from PA
DEP confirming that the “incident is closed.”
If you would like more information or have questions, contact the
following people:
Construction loan & site work Pat Gessner
Rear entrance Paul Wachtendorf
Sanctuary windows & painting Craig Jencks

Page 4

Forest Grove Goes
to the Movies
“We can all use a little kindness” is the tag line on the film
“A Beautiful Day in the Neighborhood,” the story of Fred Rogers of
“Mr. Roger’s Neighborhood.” Many of us grew up with the soft
spoken man who lived kindness and acceptance. A few years ago a
documentary was released about this extraordinary Pittsburgh
native ordained Presbyterian Pastor/TV personality. That film
showed that who you saw on TV is the same man in real life, who
was passionate for the welfare of children as well as adults. He lived
by Jesus words to “love your neighbor as yourself.”
This new movie about Mr. Rogers is the story of how a journalist's
life is enriched by friendship when he takes on an assignment
profiling Fred Rogers. It is based on the real-life friendship between
journalist Tom Junod and television star Fred Rogers.
At a time when we can all use a reminder of the power and necessity
of kindness, as a congregation, we will be going to the Regal theater
on Rt 611 on Sunday, December 1 at 1:30 PM. Advanced tickets will
be purchased on November 25. Please sign up to reserve your ticket
in Fellowship Hall or call the church office. Ticket prices are as follows: Adults - $11.20, Child - $10.20, Senior - $9.95

Giving Tree

Once again Forest Grove is donating Christmas
gifts to disabled adults through the organization called Allies, Inc.
The Giving Tree has gone up in Fellowship Hall. Ornaments on the
tree include the name of an individual and gift requests. If you would
like to provide a little Christmas care and joy this season to one of
these who Jesus called, “the least of these,” please help yourself to
one of these gift opportunities. All gifts are to be returned to the
church by December 11 wrapped and with an identification tag on
the outside. Please do not use the tag taken from the tree as it lists
the suggested gift items. Let’s help others have a Merry Christmas!
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Women’s Christmas Lunch December 18, 12:00
December is a special time when friends and family gather together
and the women of the church are invited to gather for lunch. It will
be a time of fellowship and celebration as we recall together the
reason for the season. Please RSVP to this invitation by either
signing up on the bulletin board in Fellowship Hall or calling the
church office.

MLK Day of Service – January 20, 2020
Since 1994, each January this country has set aside its differences to
join together in celebration and honor of the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther
King Jr. in a day of service. Americans from all walks of life work
together to provide solutions to our most pressing national problems.
The MLK Day of Service empowers individuals, strengthens communities, bridges barriers, creates solutions to social problems, and
moves us closer to Dr. King's vision of a "Beloved Community."
Once again Forest Grove will partner with the First Presbyterian
Church in Germantown for a service project on this Day of Service,
January 20th. As we have done for several years, we will travel to the
Germantown church where we will pack meals to be distributed by
“Rise Against Hunger” the nonprofit organization whose goal is to
provide food and life-changing aid to the world’s most vulnerable
and creating a global commitment to mobilize the necessary resources. Some may recall that we did this project ourselves last year
here at Forest Grove as well as traveling to Germantown. The cost
of that mission made it prohibitive to do it here again. But this is our
opportunity to do it again but side by side with our brothers and
sisters in Germantown. As in the past, it will be an inspiring and
worthwhile day.
Remember, there are tasks that can be done by all ages. It’s fun!
More information will be forthcoming about registering for this
event, but mark your calendar now for the 20th. Parking at Germantown is limited so carpooling is encouraged. The event begins at 9:00
AM so we will need to leave Forest Grove at 8:00 AM. Contact
Pastor Su if you have any questions.
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Sunday
December 22nd
10am
Sunday, December 22nd will be a very special Sunday when the
musical “Shepherds, Sheep and a Savior” will be presented during
worship by an intergenerational cast of singers and actors.
Leanne Yerkes and Maggie Rash have been rehearsing the singers
following worship each week. They would still welcome others
who would like to sing. CDs are available for those who want to
listen and learn the music. The tunes are simple but beautiful and
fun! Pastor Su is starting to work with the actors. We will need to
start building the set and assembling the costumes. If you would
like to help in any of these areas of need, please contact Pastor Su.
Don’t forget to invite your family and friends to worship on the
22nd so they can be inspired by the love of God through the gift of
our Savior, Jesus Christ.

Lunch or Dinner with our Seminary Intern, Peter Jonescu
One of our previous interns said that one of the assets of Forest
Grove Church is that they are good at training interns to be
pastors. One way that the church engages in this education process
is by developing relationships with the students. Even Jesus knew
the value of making connections over a meal as he did so often.
Peter would appreciate the opportunity to become better
acquainted with members of the congregation other than those who
are a part of the youth fellowship. How about inviting Peter to
either lunch or dinner on a Sunday. There is a sign up sheet in
Fellowship Hall for the first Sunday of the month, but Peter is
generally available for any Sunday. Your time spent together will
be a blessing for you and for Peter.
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Friday Night Fellowship
Friday Night Fellowship (FNF) will not meet in December due to
the proximity of the Christmas and New Year’s holidays. The next
FNF will be held on January 24. The theme is “Valentine Night” in
preparation for the mission project which is making Valentine decorations and treats for “The Community Cup Coffee House.” On
Friday night the Tree of Life Presbyterian Church in Springfield,
PA transforms into a communal space for young adults and adults
with disabilities and their families and caregivers. It is a place to
build friendships and just have a fun night out. Each week there is
food, fun and great live music. What we make will be used by
them on Valentine’s Day.
Here’s the schedule for the months ahead:
February 28: “Crazy Shoe Night.” Mission project –
Blanket making for Synergy Project
March 27: “Favorite Color Night.” Mission project –
Skid-resistant socks for local skilled nursing
facility
April 24:
“Favorite Disney Character.”
Mission project – TBA

Ornaments for the
Church Christmas tree

Once again we are inviting members of the congregation to contribute ornaments to the church Christmas tree. Those who wish
may bring their ornament on December 8. Decorating will take
place during the worship service. All types of ornaments will be
placed on the tree. Some will be the topic of the upcoming week’s
children’s sermons.
The church tree will have a prominent place in our sanctuary just
as the incarnation of our Savior has a prominent place in our lives.
Ornaments are to be taken home on Epiphany Sunday, January 5.
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Christmas Eve and Christmas
Day Worship
Once again we will celebrate God’s greatest gift to the world in giving himself in the form of Jesus, the Savior in a manger. Our
Christmas Eve schedule will include a child-friendly service at
5:00 PM and a traditional candle lighting service at 7:00PM. All are
invited to either or both services.
On Christmas Day we will hold a special “Welcome to the Newborn
King” service at 10:00AM. This will be a more casual service when
we will sing and pay homage to the Messiah as we lift up our hearts
to God.

New Storytelling Service: December 13, 6:00 – 7:30 PM
Last month’s newsletter talked about it and this month it’s going to
happen. On the second Friday of the month, (this month it’s
December 13) there will be a gathering for dinner, storytelling and
singing. The story that will be told is the biblical story as described
by Pastor Su. This story is also our story and so it will be retold by
participants as a creative and modern rendition. The creativity will
come from individual and group imaginations as well as the use of
art, drama, music and other mediums. When we personalize the sacred story, we open ourselves to the ways that God is at work all
around us. This time is meant to inspire us in our everyday lives beyond the doors of the church.
Dinner will include pasta with red, cheese or butter sauce, salad,
bread and dessert. The church will provide the pasta and beverages.
We are asking participants to bring one of the elements for the meal.
Food item slips will be available in Fellowship Hall. Please bring
this item to the Storytelling service ready to serve.
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Environmental Stewardship Adult Education in January
From Genesis onward, God calls us to be caretakers, stewards, of
God’s creation. What does that mean? How can we be better
partners with God? What are tools we can use to protect this precious world in which we live so that our children will not pay the
price of our mistakes?
Beginning on January 5, each Sunday for the next 4 weeks will be
addressing these issues. All are invited to this important conversation beginning at 11:30 after worship. Pastor Su will begin the
discussion with an overview of the topic and what the Bible tells us.
Then on January 12 a guest environmental speaker, Oz Halpern,
will join us with his insights and suggestions. The following two
weeks will continue the conversation and will focus on our
responses here at Forest Grove to the information we have
received. Childcare will be provided so that all can participate in
this critical issue.

Wednesday Adult Bible Study
Led by Pastor Su, this group continues to meet faithfully
each Wednesday morning at 10:00 in the clubhouse of
Buckingham Springs. In December the study will be a comparison of the classic Christmas Story of The Nutcracker in
a new way - through the lens of faith. This four week Advent series uses the iconic tale to help us understand God’s
greatest gift of the Christ child and of the kingdom Christ
came to build. All are welcome to participate.
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Celebration of
Holy Baptism.
Tyler Jay Raab
Parents: Joe and
Amy Raab

Operation
Christmas
Child

The Power of a
simple gift !!!

Filling Shoe
Boxes for
children all
over the
world.
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Friday Night Fellowship!!
Costumes, Games and
filling Trick or Treat bags
for the needy.
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Mission
Night

Extending the love of Jesus, partnering
with God in mission.
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December Schedules
Ushers
12/1 Preston and Carol Eckmeder
12/8 Rick Wiggins, Dale Borneman
12/15 Mike and Brielle Guarracino
12/22 Ralph and Janet Martin
12/29 Pat and Natalie Pizza
Greeter
12/1
12/8
Dot Tinari
12/15 Sally Thiessen
12/22 Linda Bowers
12/29 Pat Pizza
Coffee
12/1
Leanne Yerkes
12/8
Gail Shaffer
12/15 Amy Raab
12/22 Diane Dauer, Donna Jagiela
12/29 Pat Gessner

Nursery
12/1
Ruth Squillace
12/8
Lynne Hovagimyan
12/15 Louise Stemplewicz
12/22 Ainsley, Colette, Sara
12/29 Beth Conti

Elder of the Month Pat Pizza
Deacon
Merrily Henley
Capital Campaign @10/31/2019
Pledge
$301,618
Pledge & Non Pldg. Rcpt $209,867
Disbursements
$157,953
Operating Fund 10/31/2019

Offering & Income

$157,381

Large Fund Income

16,880

Total Income

December Birthdays
Julia Myers
Maci Shvanda
Kim King
Esther Welch
Sue Hampton
Betty Dutterer
Bill Wark
Logan Hyndman
Inge Zielke
Rachel McMahon
Dean Dobbins
Michael Lang
Jayme Kilgore
Nathan Holton

12/3
12/3
12/4
12/4
12/5
12/7
12/8
12/18
12/23
12/24
12/27
12/27
12/29
12/30

Expenses
Pastor Compensation
Staff
Office
Music & Worship
Christian Education
Property
Stewardship/Finance
Parish Life
Mission
Xfer to Capital Fund
Total Expenses
Operating Surplus(Deficit)

174,261
77,066
42,386
14,160
1,050
2,177
21,112
607
(257)
6,000
8,100
172401
1,860

Fund Balance 12/31/18

37,379

Fund Balance 10/31/19

39,239

Benevolence Fund Balance
@9/30/19

$5,165

Receipts/Transfers:
Disbursements:
Balance 10/31/19
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0
0
$5,165
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Monday

15 3rd Sunday in Advent
10am Worship
Followed by Coffee
and Fellowship
Sunday School

16

9
8 2nd Sunday in Advent
10am Worship-Hanging of the
Greens Followed by Coffee
and Fellowship
Sunday School
6:30pm Youth Group

1 1st Sunday in Advent
10am Worship/
Communion
Followed by Coffee
and Fellowship
Sunday School

Sunday

Wednesday

19

12

11am Parish
Life Mtg.

5

Thursday

10:30 Deacon’s
10am Bible Study
12noon Women’s
Christmas Luncheon

18

10am Bible Study

10am Garden
Club

17

11

10

4
3
9:30am Mom’s
10am Bible Study
Program
6:30pm Sessions
7pm Worship and
Music

Tuesday

20

6pm
Dinner
and Story
Telling

13

6

Friday

21

14

7

Saturday

December 2019

9am
Christmas
Musical
Rehearsal
____________________________ ___________ _________________ ____________________ ______________ __________ ____________
26
24
25
23
22 4th Sunday in Advent
28
27
Christmas Day
10am Christmas Musical,
Christmas Eve
Candlelight
10am Worship
Followed by Coffee
and Fellowship
Services
5pm Family
_______________ __________ ____________
_________________________________ ____________ Service
____________________
30
7pm Worship
29
Service
10am Worship,
_________________
Followed by Coffee
31
and Fellowship

Page 15

1856 Forest Grove Road
PO Box 462
Forest Grove, PA 18922

Forest Grove Presbyterian Church

Email: office@forestgrovechurch.org
www.ForestGroveChurch.org

Pastor: Reverend Susan L. Fall
Email: pastorsu@forestgrovechurch.org
Director of Youth and Family Ministry
and Seminary Intern: Peter Jonescu
Music Director: Leanne Yerkes
Administrative Assistant: Susan Flanagan

Fall/Winter Worship Schedule
begins Sunday September 8
10:00 am Worship
Church Office Hours
9am-2pm (Monday-Thursday)
Phone 215-794-8575

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

