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Pastor’s Notes
“And David said, “The Lord who delivered me from the paw of the lion

and from the paw of the bear, He will deliver me from the hand of this
Philistine.” And Saul said to David, “Go, and may the Lord be with
you.” -- 1 Samuel 17:37
I sat down to write this column on Monday, May 4, 2020. For those of
you who are Star Wars fans, this day has significance. It’s a holiday, of
sorts, that has been celebrated by some – mostly science fiction geeks –
that began in full swing not so long ago. On May 4, 1979 Margaret
Thatcher took office as Prime Minister of the U.K. That day members
of Thatcher’s Conservative party published full-page advertisement in
the London Evening News congratulating the new Prime Minister,
which read: “May the Fourth Be with You, Maggie. Congratulations.”
It was a play on words from the frequently quoted line from the first
Star Wars movie, “May the Force be with you” and has been used in
every Star Wars movie since. The first “Star Wars Day” was kicked
off in Toronto in 2011. From there it has become an international
phenomenon. If you haven’t seen any of the movies, I highly recommend you at least watch the original movie, which is actually episode
IV and later subtitled “A New Hope.”
Someone speculated that Star Wars creator, George Lucas, who was
raised Methodist, took the slogan, “May the Force be with you” from
a benediction used in scripture and Christian worship services. The
phrase – “May the Lord be with you.”
One such incident was when David, then nothing more than a shepherd boy, went to fight the mighty Philistine giant, Goliath. Samuel
was the leader of Israel at the time. As David prepared himself for the
battle, Samuel offered this benediction blessing, “May the Lord be
with you.” Samuel’s prayer was that David would not go into combat
alone, but that God would go with him and thus give him victory.

I’d love to ask Mr. Lucas if this is what he had in mind when he
coined the Star Wars version. Since he has better things to do than
answer my calls, I’m going to suggest that whether he did or did not,
it seems appropriate. Star Wars is all about the smaller, less powerful
Rebel Alliance going up against the bigger, more powerful (evil)
Empire. It’s the old story of not just small vs. big, but also of good
vs. evil and good wins – always. Love, as we know, is stronger than
hate – always. Little David beats big Goliath. Jewish Rabbi beats
big Jewish institutional interpretations and the Roman Empire.
The Crucified One beats death.
Writing this article from the confines of my home, May the Fourth/
Force/Lord Be with You feels like good words for today. They remind
me that this time of confinement will not go on forever. Eventually
COVID-19 will be beaten because God does not will this lifestyle for
God’s people. But even as I sit here in my isolation I find comfort in
the knowledge that God is with me even now. Looking to the Star
Wars story, I am reminded that like for the heroes of that story, hope,
friendship and banding together helps to fight a deadly threat and
that there is an invisible force connecting us together. So let’s hang
in there together. With God’s help, this too will pass. But even as we
wait, May the Force/God be with us, on May the 4th and every day.
Yours in Christ’s service,
Pastor Su
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DEACONS ARE HERE TO HELP
If you or someone you know is in need of financial assistance
during this time of the pandemic, please contact the deacons –
Missi Dell’Orefice, Marilyn Cook, Merrily Henley,
Gerry Stemplewicz, Dee Tori and Rachel Dell’Orefice. You can also
contact the church office or Pastor Su who will take your need to the
deacons. We are here to help!

THANKS FOR THE MASKS
Several people have been working hard making numerous face mask
that are free to all. There is a plastic bag tied to the door off the
parking lot where masks can either be donated or taken. Every time
new masks are deposited, they are quickly taken. If you have donated
a mask – THANK YOU! For those of you who have taken a mask,
YOU’RE WELCOME! If you still need a mask and there are no
masks in the bag, give Pastor Su a call and we’ll make more available
quickly. Meanwhile, keep sewing and stay safe!
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FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE DURING THE PANDEMIC
With so many have lost their jobs as a result of the “Stay at Home”
order, food assistance is needed more than ever. The Central Bucks
School District (CBSD) Farmers Market at Barclay was started a year
ago by a small group of principals and teachers, collectively known as
The Friends of John Barclay, with a mission to address food insecurity
for children in the Central Bucks School District. Through the
generosity of local organizations, including Bucks County
Opportunity Council (BCOC), Philabundance, and Rolling Harvest
Food Rescue, thousands of pounds of fresh produce were distributed
to families and children at three monthly markets.
A week after the start of the COVID-19 crisis, the operation expanded
so that food is distributed weekly on Wednesdays at 4:00 at Barclay
Elementary School. Milk, eggs, fresh produce, and dry goods were
shared with over 200 families throughout the district. Unfortunately,
this number has been increasing each week. In a community as well
resourced as this one, no child should ever be hungry. At this time,
more support is needed.
The church Session has contributed $100 from our mission’s emerging
needs fund. You too can help, if you are able. Online donations can
be made at https://www.gofundme.com/f/cbsd-farmers-market-atbarclay.

Eighty percent of the funds raised go directly to CBSD families and
children in the form of weekly food support. There are no overhead
or administrative costs, as efforts are completely volunteer
supported. The other twenty percent of the money raised are
donated to the three organizations above--BCOC, Philabundance,
and Rolling Harvest Food Rescue. Thank you for your kindness and
generosity.
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SUNDAY MORNING WORSHIP
Each week we continue to worship at 10:00 Sunday morning.
The difference, we are meeting virtually. Using Zoom, we are able
to see and hear each other in “real time.” Many come a little early to
“check-in” offering greetings to one another. It gives us the sense
that we are still connected and care deeply for one another.
Technology may not be perfect, but it is amazing!
The service including Pastor Su’s sermon can be found on our
website. It is in printed form. Also on our website are weekly
lessons for children – of any age.
Connecting information for the weekly services are:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/127591875
Meeting ID: 127 591 875
By Phone: 301-715-8592 or 253-215-8782

Please feel free to share this information with others. Contact Pastor
Su if you have any questions.

THURSDAY NIGHT GATHERING
While we are unable to gather together as a church family, a Zoom
gathering, either through the internet or by phone, is offered on
Thursday evening at 7:00. For one hour we are studying, sharing
and praying together. A new study of hymns, their origins and
meaning, has started. Pastor Su is leading but needs hymn
suggestions from participants. You can contact her with your
request by email or phone call. Her email address is
pastorsu@forestgrovechurch.org. You can call her at church at
215-794-8575. Connection information for the Thursday gathering
is: https://us02web.zoom.us/j/98251142604
Meeting ID: 982 5114 2604
By phone: 301-715-8592 or 253-215-8782
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WELCOME BOY SCOUT TROOP #71!

Troop #71 has met in a few places and have been looking for the
ideal new home. With the hearty approval of Session, their new
home has been found at Forest Grove Church. Scouting has been
an important mission of the church in years past. As with many
programs, Scouting had its season and the troop was dissolved.
But now it is back! On Monday evenings about 35 boys will be
learning the important life-lessons that Scouting teaches. Our own
Nathan and Samuel Holton are members of the troop. Terry Holton
is part of the leadership team and our liaison to the troop. We look
forward to the day when the boys can start to meet again and for our
future relationship together. We hope that it will be a great
partnership that will benefit all. Stay tuned for news about the
troop. Meanwhile, please hold Troop #71, the boys and their leaders
in your prayers. WELCOME, WELCOME, WELCOME!

PHOTOS DURING “STAY AT HOME” ORDERS
What are you doing to pass the time while you stay at home? We
want your photos and/or stories. Please submit to Pastor Su or the
church office. You can be an inspiration to others as they are to you!
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NEW CHURCH COOKBOOK
Calling all cooks! We need your recipes! Do you have a favorite? Is
it a dessert? Salad? Main dish? Are you a wizard with leftovers?
How about sharing your specialty with us? We are wanting to put
together a new Forest Grove Church Cookbook featuring you – the
greatest cooks in the world! Do you have a family heirloom? Willing to share that secret recipe? Send your submissions to the church
office: office@forestgrovechurch.org. We are hoping to get all the
recipies gathered by midsummer so we can have the books printed
and for sale in the fall. We welcome as many recipes as you will submit including what we are calling “heirloom recipes” – recipes from
former church members who are still near and dear to our heart.
One thing we know for sure, we have a church of great cooks!!
Please be sure to submit your name along with your recipe.
Offering & Income

$

Large Fund Income

$ 4,756.95

Total Income
Expenses
Pastor Compensation
Operating Fund April 30, 2020

Staff
Office
Music & Worship
Christian Education
Property
Stewardship/Finance
Parish Life

$ 7,832.05
4,187.33
1,112.15
157.83
81.91
1,187.04
36.85
0
2,900

Mission
Total Expenses
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$

$17,495.17

MONDAY TIME WITH THE CHILDREN
Each Monday at 4:00 the children are invited to spend 30-45
minutes with Pastor Su. Together they are singing silly songs and
dancing as well as sharing their thoughts. Pastor Su is also reading
stories to the children. It is a fun and silly time that gives parents a
break and a chance for kids to get out some energy and spend time
with the pastor.
All children are welcome to join on Zoom
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83408709875

KIRKWOOD CAMP PLANS
FOR A DELAYED OPENING
As so many summer camp programs for kids, there is uncertainty
around what is possible. At present, our Presbyterian camp, Kirkwood, is preparing to open for campers on July 12. The staff is looking forward to this summer. Precautions are being taken to make
sure that our campers are safe--including extra precautions against
the spread of viruses--but are really looking forward to another fun
summer here at camp.
Registrations are taken online at https://www.kirkwoodcamp.org/.
To better accommodate parents, all deposits and camp payments are
refundable through June 1st, 2020. The camp is still planning ahead
for summer; hiring staff, improving our program, and developing a
curriculum, among many other things.
The fun, faith-forming experience Kirkwood offers--being outside,
unplugged, in a loving and welcoming, Christ-centered community-is something every kid deserves, especially in uncertain times. After
a few months inside and secluded--don’t you think everyone this
summer is going to need a little summer camp?
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
Will we have VBS this year? YES! Will we be able to meet together? That is undetermined at this time. Whatever happens
during the summer months, we will have VBS although it may
(probably) look very different. Curriculum writers have been
preparing Vacation Bible School materials that can be done
virtually. The Christian Education Committee is looking into
the possibilities. We do feel that our children and their families
will benefit from having some sort of VBS. In years past it has
been an exciting, energy-filled week at the church. We are hoping to be able to capture some of that this summer. July 20-24
has been set aside for this important ministry. As soon as we figure it out, we will let everyone know what that week will look
like. Every effort will be made to ensure a meaningful, fun and
safe week for all.
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Build
ing
Upda
te !!!
!

NEW WINDOWS INSTALLED
Not much is happening at the church these days. Pastor Su is usually there – alone. But the past two weeks have seen some progress on
our building project. New windows have been installed in the
sanctuary! It has been several years in the making, but the windows
are in! This week the painters should finish painting the trim and
that project will be checked off the list! When we are able to return
to worship in our sanctuary, those who sit near the windows can do
so in comfort without the assistance of towels blocking the draft.
Thank you Craig Jencks for overseeing this project. Many, many
hours went into seeing this through. What a blessing!

CALLING ALL MUSICIANS AND SINGERS
We have been missing our wonderfully gifted musical folks during
our Sunday morning worship. It would be wonderful to have them
share their talents with us as we worship virtually. If you would be
willing to use your gifts to the glory of God in this way, please contact our Director of Music, Leanne Yerkes, and she will help make
arrangements. Leanne can be reached by phone at 215-9204000. God gave those talents to be used to make a joyful noise! It is
certainly needed now as much as ever and perhaps even more so.
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Alvin Cornell
Ralph Martin
Gerry Stemplewicz
Charlotte Lucera
Kurt Schroeder
John Barnhart
Jim Conner Sr.
Jason Hampton
Riley Lucera
Gary Davis
Kim Shvanda
Kevin Kilgore
Tim Ruth
Linda Sanders
Jolie Hyndman
John Schroeder
John Thiessen

5/3
5/7
5/8
5/10
5/11
5/12
5/12
5/14
5/15
5/16
5/17
5/18
5/18
5/19
5/23
5/25
5/31
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“Here’s how some from our
congregation are spending their time
during COVID-19 isolation.”

Craig Jenck’s Birthday!

Page 12

Charlotte and
Riley making
Pretzels.

Andrea and Julia
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Marilyn Cook
visiting Esther
Welch keep their
social distancing.

Myers
family
hanging
out !!
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Working in the
Garden.

Riley showing how God
loves everyone and
every color with Legos.
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1856 Forest Grove Road
PO Box 462
Forest Grove, PA 18922

Forest Grove Presbyterian Church

Email: office@forestgrovechurch.org
www.ForestGroveChurch.org

Pastor: Reverend Susan L. Fall
Email: pastorsu@forestgrovechurch.org
Director of Youth and Family Ministry
and Seminary Intern: Peter Jonescu
Music Director: Leanne Yerkes
Administrative Assistant: Susan Flanagan

Winter Worship Schedule
10:00 am Worship
Church Office Hours
9am-2pm (Monday-Thursday)
Phone 215-794-8575

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

