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Pastor’s Notes
“If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love,

I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 And if I have prophetic powers,
and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so
as to remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 3 If I give
away all my possessions, and if I hand over my body so that I may boast,
but do not have love, I gain nothing. 4 Love is patient; love is kind; love is
not envious or boastful or arrogant 5 or rude. It does not insist on its own
way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6 it does not rejoice in wrongdoing, but
rejoices in the truth. 7 It bears all things, believes all things, hopes all
things, endures all things. 8 Love never ends.” -- 1 Corinthians 13:1-8
Where is the love? I write this article as we are being given a window to
the world and there doesn’t seem to be a lot of love out there. The quote
from Paul’s letter to the Corinthians is one of the well-known passages
from the Bible and is often used at weddings. It is offered when all is truly
well and fellowship is working its greatest work: two lives, two families
are uniting. It is recited as wedding vows or offered as a poetic moment.
It is often printed on napkins and programs. It even appears on wedding
balloons and engraved on wedding rings. It is a slogan for the occasion of
marriage.
This is curious considering that Paul writes 1 Corinthians in response to
the opposite situation. Paul declares love as the greatest power in a
community that seems to be lacking a lot of it. This moment is a far cry
from an adoring couple standing at the altar declaring unwavering
devotion to each other. The members of the Corinthian church, to whom
chapter 13 is directed, are nowhere near a love fest.
The Corinthian Church was not a homogenous body. Its members were
not all of the same kind and ilk. This was not a comfortable gathering
where people fell into step with each other because they shared fundamentally similar lives, values, and experiences. Quite the contrary. Most of its
members were from the lower classes, but some were on the other end of
that socioeconomic spectrum. There are slaves and free people in the community as well as people with different skill sets and gifts.

The diversity within the church of Corinth generated both benefits and
challenges common for any social group. Unfortunately, their diversity
dissolved into discord and rivalry. Members divided into contentious
groups. They took sides. This was a community fragmented, rather than
enriched, by difference.
That sounds all too familiar as we continue to struggle with our differences and remain fragmented, taking sides, treating each other in ways
that build up our “own kind” at the expense of the other. We forget our
call to love one another as Christ loves each and every one of us.
The recent demonstrations call each of us to once again examine our faith
and how we are living that faith in our world. Disagreements, protests,
calls for justice aren’t being met with patience and kindness but with aggression. Jesus is our Prince of Peace and Paul’s description of true love
for one another calls for the kind of love that our Savior Prince calls for.
You’ve heard the slogan, “Love is stronger than Hate.” The love that is
called for is the love Paul describes – it’s the love of Jesus. Let us adopt
this love to actively call out injustice and work together to bring about
peace, unity and fairness for all. It is what Jesus did.
Yours in Christ’s service,

CONGRATULATIONS LEANNE!
Director of Music, Leanne Yerkes and fiancé Joe Lightkep tied the knot
on May 14th. They had been planning to get married this summer but
with the pandemic they decided, “Why wait?” Leanne’s wedding band
hadn’t yet been delivered so a quick trip to Walmart and they were all set.
It was an intimate but lovely ceremony with immediate family in
attendance. There’s no stopping love!
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Work continues on the Capital Campaign projects!
Sanctuary windows & painting: The new sanctuary windows have been
installed, and painting of window frames and porch columns has been
completed. Both projects look great!
Site lights: The replacement site lights have been installed, and they
provide a more acceptable light level for the parking lot and our
neighbors in the village. The lights are connected to sensors and
automatically turn on when a vehicle enters the parking lot after sunset.
They will dim after 30 minutes, and all lights will turn off at 10:00 PM.
Rear entrance: Our contractor, The Sheffield Group LLC, was able to
apply for a construction permit now that the pandemic restrictions have
been lifted. As soon as that permit is issued by Buckingham Township,
we look forward to the start of construction on our new rear entrance.
Paving: The grading and final paving will be done by A.H.Cornell & Son
Inc. after the rear entrance is complete.
Memorial garden & playground equipment: We are on-hold with the
memorial garden and playground equipment until the rear entrance is
completed. Plans are being drawn up by a landscape architect, and we
anticipate that space becoming something that will be a peaceful resting
place for loved ones and give glory to the God of everlasting life.
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CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR HIGH SCHOOL
AND COLLEGE GRADUATES
Graduation ceremonies may be looking very different this year, but the
achievement is still an important milestone in the lives of graduates.
Our high school graduates include:
Jack Bush, Charlie Dell’Orefice and Ethan Dobbins are all
graduating from Central Bucks East.
Jack will be attending IUPUI (Indiana University, Purdue University at
Indianapolis) in the fall, majoring in Motorsport Engineering.
Charlie will be staying close to home this next year. With the uncertainty
of how colleges will deal with classes in the fall, Charlie is considering
taking classes at Bucks County Community College
Ethan will be attending Temple University in the fall.
Our college graduate this year is Eric Greenwood. Eric is graduating
from Lehigh University with a degree in Business Administration.
This is a very challenging year for all of our graduates as classes have
been interrupted and the fall is uncertain. Please pray for our graduates
as they navigate the days ahead. We will have a celebration of our high
school graduates’ achievements on Sunday, June 14.
From 12:00 – 12:30 members of the congregation and friends are
invited to a “drive-by celebration.” Our graduates will be present,
at a safe distance, to receive your expressions of joy and well-wishes on
their behalf. Decorate your car with signs and other creative art
(CB East colors are red, white and blue as they are the “Patriots).
Drive through the parking lot and cheer them on. Baskets will be placed
near each graduate where you can deposit a card or some other token of
celebration. Let’s let them all know that they are loved!
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UPDATE ON WORSHIP
No one is more anxious to be back to in-person worship than Pastor Su.
That being said, at this time we will continue to worship on Sunday
mornings from the safety of our homes using Zoom. It has its drawbacks,
to be sure, but it does allow us to both see each other and participate as
the body of Christ as we come before God. During the past few weeks
we have experienced some unfortunate disturbances in the Zoom transmission. Pastor Su has been working to correct the glitches from our end
with new equipment including a new computer and speaker as well as an
internet enhancer. While no system is fool-proof, with these changes,
hopefully we will have much better transmissions so that our time together will be worshipful.
When will we return to our building? We will not resume in-person
worship until our Session can assure a safe environment for all. While
easing restrictions is very welcome, even as we move to “yellow” the
size of gatherings is limited to 25. Church sanctuaries, especially ones
as small as our own, is not a safe place as there is little ventilation to
remove contaminated air. Infected airborne particles may linger in
the air for an hour or more, floating farther than the six feet commonly
prescribed for social distancing. Singing is particularly dangerous as
singers exhale and inhale deeply to sing.
The Session will continue the conversation around re-opening the building at their next meeting the end of this month. At that time they will
look at the current trends in light of the loosening of restrictions and
increased crowd sizes. Please know that every member of the
congregation is precious and we see to love one another by providing
for everyone’s safety.
Our building may be closed but we remain alive to ministry and mission
as we serve our neighbor and cared for one another. We have remained
open to Christ and to one another. We may remain physically distant but
we are spiritually connected, maybe more so than ever.
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FGPC FINANCIALS

Ended April 30, 2020

Operating Fund
Four Month Ended
30-Apr-20

Offering & Misc Income
Large Fund Income
Total Income

80,779
7,555
88,334

Expenses
Pastor Compensation
Staff
Office
Music & Worship
Christian Education
Property
Stewardship/Finance
Parish Life

32,686
17,167
4,196
1,477
614
8,137
131
0

Mission
Total Expenses

2,900
67,308

2020 Operating Fund
Surplus (Deficit)

21,026

Fund Balance @ 12/31/19

38,060

$

Fund Balance @ 4/30/20
Capital Campaign @ 4/30/20
Pledge
Receipts

$ 304,618

Pledge & Non-Pledge

$ 308,789

59,086

Benevolence Fund
30-Apr-20

100,000

Construction Loan

Total
Disbursements

$

$ 408,789

Balance @ 2/29/20
Receipts & Transfers
Disbursements:
Balance @ 4/30/20

$ 369,864
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$4,496

$4,496

CORONAVIRUS SILVER LINING
These past almost three months have been like nothing most of us have
ever experienced before and are anxious to not have to continue distancing ourselves for much longer. The coronavirus has caused depression,
anxiety, fear and anger for so many. Life is hard right now and yet there
have been moments of joy that we would not have experienced otherwise. Evidence of God’s presence with us during these trying times
often comes in the form of “silver linings,” hope and good in the midst of
this bad situation. Here are two stories of silver linings that have been
experienced by members of our congregation:
From Maggie Really: “Although I sorely miss seeing my students in
person, it has allowed us the opportunity to work on the house... Since
teaching my students on FaceTime & Whats App, instead of in my
home studio, we've been able to paint the living room and dining
room! (Quite overdue!)
Time to sit out back and enjoy some beautiful gifts God shares with
us - "each little flower that opens, each little bird that sings, God made
their glowing colors; God made their tiny wings." Yea, our hummingbirds and gold finches are back!... "God gave us eyes to see
them, and lips that we might tell, how great is God Almighty, who has
made all things well." (taken from Cecil Frances Alexander's "All
From Pat Gessner: “I just ended a Zoom meeting and opened your
email. The meeting might be considered my "silver lining". It was the
first of nine weeks of Spanish classes.
I took Spanish classes in high school but that was many, many decades ago. I have always enjoyed the sound of the Spanish language
and the simplicity of its vowels. In the 1980's, I struggled to speak
Spanish in a Mexican shop when I needed some first aid equipment.
(The Mexican taxi driver who took me from the hotel to the store
should have received an award for making sense of my faulty language.) In the 1990's, I tried speaking with the Hispanic fellows who
were shoveling our sidewalk after a snowstorm. (With a little bit of
Spanish and some hand gestures, they did understand my request.) In
2007, I took a 10-week class in Spanish at a Bucks County location.
I still have the 447 page study book and occasionally refer to it.
So thanks to the pandemic stay-at-home order, I have time to give
Spanish another try! I will never be fluent in the language, but as the
title of my study book says: Spanish Is Fun.”
Page 7

cont. Stories of silver linings .
If you have a “silver lining” story, please share it by sending it to Pastor
Su: pastorsu@forestgrovechurch.org. It will be inspiring to see how the
Spirit is at work in a wide variety of ways – but always at work!!

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
The restrictions imposed by the coronavirus have certainly taken their
toll on the programs of the church. After much conversation the session
has come to the difficult decision to not hold Vacation Bible School
in the building this summer. This is very disappointing for us as it has
traditionally been a highlight of the year in our church life. While
restrictions are loosening, holding children to social distances of 6 feet
apart and masks is challenging at best. As one member said, “Children
are like puppies they just pile together and lick everything.” In order to
keep both children and staff safe, we are going to offer an alternative
VBS. With the help of the Christian Education committee, Pastor Su is
putting together programing that will provide families with VBS
materials they can do on their own or by connecting through Zoom.
This material will be available in the next few weeks. Your feedback
on this plan will be gratefully received. Contact Pastor Su if you want
to help or if you have ideas.
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NEW CHURCH COOKBOOK
COOKBOOK RECIPES - NEEDED
The Parish Life Committee has been working with Susan, our Office
Administrator, gathering recipes for the church cookbook. Please send
yours to the church or call Susan and she will write it down as you dictate.
We have a church full of great cooks. Let’s share our yummies!
The book will be completed by this fall. Don’t miss out!

MONDAY KIDS
For several weeks now, Mondays at 4:00 is the time for our children to
come together with Pastor Su. They start out by singing a couple of
active songs, play some active games to get the wiggles out and then
hear stories read by Pastor Su. It’s also a time to just talk to each other,
learn about each other’s interests and share what’s on their minds.
It’s designed so that each of the activities can be enjoyed by broad
spectrum of ages but the stories move from stories that are particularly
aged for younger children and moving into longer stories that young
ones might not have the attention span for. Still, these longer stories
only last about 5 minutes and are full of adventure and wonder.
Last week we read the story “Stuck” about Floyd who gets his kite
stuck up a tree. He throws up his shoe to shift it, but that gets stuck too.
So he throws up his other shoe and that got stuck, along with...
a
ladder, a pot of paint, the kitchen sink, an orangutan and a whale,
amongst other things! The other story read was “Monkey Mania”
about monkeys on the loose in a house in India and how two boys get
them out, but not after a whole lot of chaos and mess is created.
If need be, younger ones can always leave the meeting early. All
together each session lasts about 45 minutes – no parents necessary
except to get the children connected on Zoom. The meeting connection
is the same as for all other Forest Grove Zoom meetings:
https://zoom.us/j/127591875 Meeting ID: 127 591 875 or by phone:
301-715-8592 or 253-215-8782.
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SPECIAL ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION ON RACISM
If COVID-19 wasn’t enough to cause distress, the recent incidents of
blatant racism has awakened or at least illuminated the dis-ease in our
nation. No matter what your outward appearance, we are one world,
one beloved people of God – but it certainly doesn’t seem that way.
As Christians we are called to love one another and are claimed by a
God who created us to be different and that isn’t bad but is actually a
good and beautiful thing. So how can we deal with the injustices that
continue to plague our society?
On Tuesday evening, June 9 at 7:00 our congregation will come
together via Zoom to have a conversation around this issue.
Peter Jonescu, our seminary intern this past academic year and current
Director of Youth and Family Ministry, started this conversation just
before the stay-at-home order was imposed. He will pick up where he
left off moderating an open forum as we seek to speak the truth in love
and wrestle with our identity and mission as followers of Jesus Christ.
Please come with your questions and comments. Please use the Zoom
meeting connection we use for both our Sunday morning worship and
our Thursday evening study: https://zoom.us/j/127591875
Meeting ID: 127 591 875 or by phone: 301-715-8592 or 253-215-8782.

DOYLESTOWN FOOD PANTRY
The Deacons continue to take food donations to the food pantry. There
is a greater need now than ever before. Your donations can be dropped
off at the church. There is a plastic bin at the rear entrance to the church.
All are appreciated!
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Dana Daniels

6/1

Marge Turner

6/11

Donna Jencks

6/1

Nancy Shvanda

6/13

Violet Sanders

6/1

Jason Dell'Orefice

6/17

Martha Greenwood

6/2

Gianna Schroeder

6/18

David Posnett

6/4

Kathryn Cornell

6/20

Ruth McMahon

6/5

Benjamin Shvanda

6/21

Gavin Sanders

6/5

Charles Dell'Orefice

6/22

Marion Foster

6/6

Karin Davis

6/23

Sandy Forsyth

6/6

Susan Flanagan

6/25

Paul Wachtendorf

6/8

Faith V. Hyndman

6/27

Jenny Kimbel

6/10

Justin Conner

6/30
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Pancakes anyone !!
Our Youth
preparing a
Pancake Supper
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Installation and
painting of our New
Church Windows.
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1856 Forest Grove Road
PO Box 462
Forest Grove, PA 18922

Forest Grove Presbyterian Church

Email: office@forestgrovechurch.org
www.ForestGroveChurch.org

Pastor: Reverend Susan L. Fall
Email: pastorsu@forestgrovechurch.org
Director of Youth and Family Ministry
and Seminary Intern: Peter Jonescu
Music Director: Leanne Yerkes
Administrative Assistant: Susan Flanagan

Winter Worship Schedule
10:00 am Worship
Church Office Hours
9am-2pm (Monday-Thursday)
Phone 215-794-8575

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

