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“Fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will
strengthen you, I will help you, I will uphold you with my righteous
right hand.” -- Isaiah 41:10

Pastor’s Notes
Recently I officiated at a wedding ceremony. I have known the bride
for about sixteen years so when she asked me to perform the service,
I was honored. That was about a year ago. When we first spoke none
of us could have expected such a drastic change in the wedding plans.
Originally it was to be held in New Hampshire on the groom’s
grandparent’s farm with over 200 guests, live musicians and an
evening ceremony.
Plans changed in mid-March, as they did for most of the country.
The wedding had only 25 in attendance at the groom’s parent’s home
in Villanova, PA. Others joined the wedding via Zoom.
As I stood on the porch waiting for the time for the service to begin I
observed a mother bird fly into her nest followed by the father who
quickly left and the two chattered to each other from a distance but
eventually only the father sang, announcing to other birds that this
territory was taken. He and the Misses had opened up shop – or nest.
That’s exactly what the bride and groom were doing. They shared
their song of love in the exchange of vows and declared to all who
could hear, this territory was taken and they were setting up shop –
or home.
This experience reminded me that life goes on and good things keep
happening even when the world is in turmoil for many reasons – the
coronavirus and the protests against racism to mention but two.
The words of the prophet Isaiah remind us that God is with us, even
in our distress and that we can enjoy the days given to us and plan for
a future.

Each Sunday when Bill Yerkes comes into the time before worship on
Zoom, he greets those who are present. When asked how he is doing,
he never fails to say that it is a beautiful day – no matter the weather,
seeing the blessing in each day.
As hard as it is right now, this is our lesson in faith. One pastor said
to his congregation recently that he felt like he has been delivering
the same message for the past four months – stay calm, stay safe,
trust in God, it is going to be alright and this “time” will end. God’s
got this. I can resonate with this message but I would like to take it
one step further. Remember, God’s got you and the whole world.
Look to each day and see the blessing waiting for you to embrace it.
Fear not.
Yours in Christ’s service,

SUMMER HYMN SING
One thing about Forest Grove, we love to sing hymns. Each summer
has been a time when members of the congregation can make their
own selections. Even though we are worshiping virtually, we want to
continue this tradition. To this end, requests can still be made by
either contacting Pastor Su via email, text, phone, or US mail.
We’ll try to sing 2-3 hymns each week prior to the beginning of the
service at 9:50. If you want to get some ideas for hymns, hymnals are
available in a plastic bin located on the front porch of the church.
Feel free to take one home but return it when we resume in-person
worship.
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CONVERSATION ON RACISM
Most of us would say that we are not racist and yet there are actions
we unknowingly make that feed into the continuation of systematic
racism. What are these and how can we help make a change? That’s
the subject of the conversations taking place every other Wednesday
evening on Zoom. Led by Peter Jonescu, our Director of Youth and
Family Ministries, the issues are being laid out and resources explored. At Peter’s suggestion, the group just watched a video entitled,
“Walking While Black” that can be found at this link:
https://lithub.com/walking-while-black/?
fbclid=IwAR00nbDnPcoE7BJOUZgQL8nxFckVR0vsDWdC9hUXtER
wmxmhuRw7HVSDwTI. On Wednesday July 8 at 7:00 the group
will hear about a group in Doylestown that is working on justice
related issues. All are welcome to this discussion using Zoom:
https://zoom.us/j/127591875 Meeting ID: 127 591 875 or by phone:
301-715-8592 or 253-215-8782.

THURSDAY EVENING HYMN STUDY AND FELLOWSHIP
Every Thursday evening at 7:00 is a time to check in with other
church members sharing what’s going on in each other’s life. There
is also a time of nurturing faith by examining the lyrics of different
hymns as well as the backstory of the author. Discussion has included
old favorites such as “The Old Rugged Cross” and “God of Grace
and God of Glory” as well as newer hymns such as “Lift Every Voice
and Sing.” Participants make hymn requests or Pastor Su chooses
one that is particularly interesting. The gathering lasts a little over
an hour but it is a great way to stay connected and grow in faith.
Join the group by Zoom: https://zoom.us/j/127591875
Meeting ID: 127 591 875 or by phone: 301-715-8592 or 253-215-8782.

Page 3

WHEN WILL WE RETURN TO IN-PERSON WORSHIP?
This is a question that is on the minds of many. Some are anxious to
get back into the building especially with the state now in a “green”
phase of the coronavirus reopening. Others are fearful that we will
open to soon especially with the spike in confirmed cases of the virus
on the rise in many states. A number from our congregation have
stated that even if we do open to in-person worship, they have no
intention of returning to the building until a vaccine is readily
available.
The decision about opening the building is a challenging one. We
certainly will not do so until CDC guidelines are put into place. To
address this issue and put a plan into place, a Reopening Task Force
is being formed. This group will develop a recommendation that will
then go to the session for approval. The Task Force will start by
listening to your thoughts, asking who in fact is interested in
returning before the vaccine is developed. Your comments are
important. It’s a pretty good guess that we won’t all agree, but
whatever your thoughts are on this matter, they will be taken into
consideration. Please pray for this Task Force as they seek God’s
wisdom and guidance.
For now, we hope you are finding either the Zoom worship or the
written services helpful. If you would like to receive a printed copy
of the service, please call the church office. Zoom Sunday worship
can be accessed at this connection link: https://zoom.us/j/127591875
Meeting ID: 127 591 875 or by phone: 301-715-8592 or 253-215-8782.
Feel free to share the link.
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SILVERLININGS
As we continue to struggle with our new normal due to the
pandemic, there have been some positive occurrences as a result.
This is where the Holy Spirit is at work.
Brad Sanders submitted this “silver lining” story: This quarantine
time has been very tough. Home schooling is very difficult and work
is tough. Life is very stressful at the moment. We got a pool and the
kids love it. It’s wonderful spending time with the kids and
(my wife) Christine. Having cookouts, eating outside, having a
bonfire and consuming s'mores and going for walks at the park.
I really enjoy spending time with the family. We do miss the contact
with other friends and family members. But we are thankful that
the summer is coming and seeing the smiles on the kids' faces makes
me happy!
Dot Tinari: My silver linings are being able to sit in the gazebo and
watch blue birds build their next, and listen to the birds singing, with
a cup of coffee.
Carol and Preston Eckemeder: Over
the past four months we have been
given a true silver lining of watching
our great granddaughter, Violet, absolutely blossom into an incredible two
and a half year old. Thanks to her parents, who were forced to work from
home, she has been surrounded completely by a full dose of loving Mom
and Dad. With pictures posted daily,
we have been able to see her learn to
sing, do crafts, eat noodles with chopsticks, use her imagination, ride a
scooter, climb a tree, love the beach
and ocean, and make us smile. She is
truly one of God’s gifts to us.
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cont. Silverlinings:
Sandy Rekemeier: My silver lining has been taking this opportunity
to get closer to God. Our local Christian music station started a
June book club reading The Screw tape Letters by C S Lewis. This
is not a book I would have tackled on my own but with the help of a
Facebook page set up by Joy FM and some great YouTube videos
(John Cleese reads each chapter) and then Provident eLearning
(where Dr. Arthur Hillier explains each Letter) I have been able to
understand, enjoy and appreciate this awesome book as the main
character Screw tape, the devil, instructs his nephew, Wormwood,
in the ways of damning his patient's (human's) soul. Very relevant
even today. I also just started using the Daily Audio Bible app to
read the entire bible in one year and hear explanations as I go
along. Lockdown has given me an awesome opportunity.
God Bless.

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL – COMPASSION CAMP:
BE KIND. BE LOVED. BE YOU.
This year’s VBS will look very different from previous years. Unfortunately our building is not conducive to having in-person VBS and
so a curriculum has been chosen that will allow children to use it in
ways that suit their needs. Compassion Camp is an At-Home/
Virtual VBS where kids and their families will explore what it means
to have compassion for others, ourselves, and the world. It is designed for you to have the freedom to use in whatever way you see
fit! It is geared for either no screen-time or join online. There is
gathering music, a Bible lesson, crafts and games, mission suggestions and even yoga!
This isn’t ideal, but under our current conditions, we think this can
provide a meaningful alternative. Materials will be distributed to
every family with children. If you know someone who would find
this helpful, please call the church office and we will include them in
our distribution.
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CHURCH COOKBOOK
The church cookbook is coming along. Susan Flanagan, our office
manager, has been making lots of phone calls to compile recipes. We
are hoping for a least 100 to go in the book. When it is completed it
will be in a small 3-ring binder so that other recipes can be added.
You won’t want to miss out on some delicious offerings especially as
folks are looking for new ideas for meals. These recipes will be tried
and true. There are no better cooks thank church cooks! Make sure
one or more of your favorites are included. Email or mail your
recipes to the church office (office@forestgrovechurch.org) or give
Susan a call. She is more than happy to take dictation!
The books will be ready this fall in time for Christmas or special
occasion gifts. The proceeds from the cookbooks will be used toward
the repair of the church steeple. (see the next page for photos of the
Steeple).)

DOYLESTOWN FOOD PANTRY
As unemployment rates increased due to the coronavirus pandemic,
so too did the number of people relying on food pantries to survive.
Now that our area is in the green phase, unemployment continues to
be high and the needs are significant. Please remember those who
have little when you make your trip to the grocery store. We have a
plastic bin located at the rear entrance to the church where you can
place donated food items that will then be given to the Doylestown
food pantry. Your little bit added to someone else’s can make a big
difference for another who is hungry.
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Our Church Steeple - Update
The Forest Grove 20 ft. tall
steeple is in poor condition.
During the past several years,
rain water has leaked through
areas of the steeple into the
interior of the building. Repair
work has been conducted from
both the interior and exterior
to attempt to seal the increasing sources of leaks with no
permanent success.
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Operating Fund

FGPC FINANCIALS

Ended May 31, 2020

Five Months Ended
May 31, 2020

Offering & Misc Income

$

92,257
9,443
101,700

Large Fund Income
Total Income

Expenses
Pastor Compensation
Staff
Office
Music & Worship
Christian Education
Property
Stewardship/Finance
Parish Life
Mission
Total Expenses

40,326
21,135
5,627
1,526
639
9,766
164
0
3,400
82,583

2020 Operating Fund
Surplus (Deficit)

19,117

Fund Balance @ 12/31/19

38,060

$

Fund Balance @ 5/31/20
Capital Campaign @ 5/31/20
$ 304,618

Pledge
Receipts

Benevolence Fund
31-May-20

Pledge & Non-Pledge

$ 311,544

150,000

Construction Loan

Total
Disbursements

57,178

$ 461,544

Balance @ 4/30/20
Receipts & Transfers
Disbursements:
Balance @ 5/31/20

$ 427,373
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$4,496

$4,496

SUNDAY
MORNING
BEHIND
THE
SCENES
WITH SU

Page 10

CONGRATULATIONS WILL MYERS AND NIMMI THOMAS
On June 18, 2020 Will and Nimmi decided to wait no longer and
got married! Will was one of our interns last year and many of us
had the opportunity to meet his then fiancée, Nimmi, at a couple
of Forest Grove events. Will graduated from seminary in May and
the two had decided to set a wedding date for just after graduation.
All that changed with COVID-19. Like so many, they hoped
everything would reopen and they would be able to hold their
wedding in July. Nimmi’s parents are from India and were unable
to travel to the US so the couple decided to pack up their “stuff”
and head to Michigan and Will’s parent’s home. Two days later
they were married. They have returned to New Jersey where the
two are planning to live until Will receives a call. If you would like
to extend best wishes to the happy couple, their home address is
515 South 1st Ave., Apt. #25, Highland Park, NJ 08904.
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July
Peggy Cosner
Donald Huber
Cole Wilsey
Sharon Ruth
Doris Daniels
Jim Turner
Brandon Davis
Beth Conti
Ainsley Dobbins
Brian Greenwood
Carol Eckmeder
Scott McMahon
Kevin Ledyard
Becky Schroeder

Always a fun
time at Forest
Grove.
Check out the
photos
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7/1
7/2
7/3
7/6
7/11
7/12
7/14
7/15
7/18
7/18
7/21
7/24
7/28
7/29

Look who came to
Forest Grove for a visit.
“Norton” Dick’s buddy !!!

FUN PHOTOS
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MEET CHRIS MITIERO
Have you driven past the church
lately? Have you noticed just
how great the cemetery lawn
looks?
That’s because for the past
several years Chris Mitiero has
been taking care of all the lawn
around the church grounds.
During the growing season,
Chris can be found cutting grass
on most Thursdays and the
occasional Friday (due to rain). Even when the temperatures are
in the 90’s Chris is faithfully maintaining the church grounds.
Chris is a long-time resident of Forest Grove, living just down the
road past Upper Mountain. His experience is homegrown, mowing
the eleven acres of his own family’s backyard. We are very blessed
to have him!

CORNELL
CONSTRUCTION
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1856 Forest Grove Road
PO Box 462
Forest Grove, PA 18922

Forest Grove Presbyterian Church

Email: office@forestgrovechurch.org
www.ForestGroveChurch.org

Pastor: Reverend Susan L. Fall
Email: pastorsu@forestgrovechurch.org
Director of Youth and Family Ministry
and Seminary Intern: Peter Jonescu
Music Director: Leanne Yerkes
Administrative Assistant: Susan Flanagan

Worship Schedule
10:00 am Worship
Church Office Hours
9am-2pm (Monday-Thursday)
Phone 215-794-8575

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

