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Pastor Notes 
“‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the LORD, ‘plans to 
prosper you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.’” 
- Jeremiah 29:11  
 
How has your new year started so far?  Has it gone off with a bang  
or a whisper?  Personally, I’m happy with a whisper as this past  
year has had more than its share of “bangs.” 
But what about you?  Are you starting with a bang or a whisper?  
Have you made any resolutions?  The tradition of New Year's         
resolutions dates all the way back to 153 BC.  January is named     
after Janus, a mythical god of early Rome. 
Janus had two faces — one looking forward, one looking backward.  
This allowed him to look back on the past and forward toward 
the future. 
On December 31, the Romans imagined Janus looking backward   
into the old year and forward into the new year.  This became 
a symbolic time for Romans to make resolutions for the new year  
and forgive enemies for troubles in the past. 
The Romans also believed Janus could forgive them for their   
wrongdoings in the previous year. The Romans would give gifts and 
make promises, believing Janus would see this and bless them in 
the year ahead. 
And thus the New Year's resolution was born! 
Long before this Roman tradition began, Jeremiah spoke to the    
people of Israel reminding them that God holds all of time – past  
present and future – for God’s good purpose.  We are then to resolve 
to be a part of God’s plan.  So, here’s a poem I found, author         
unknown, that may help you with your resolve: 
 

 

https://www.wonderopolis.org/wonder/what-foods-bring-luck-in-the-new-year
https://www.wonderopolis.org/wonder/why-do-people-make-new-year-s-resolutions
https://www.wonderopolis.org/wonder/why-do-people-make-new-year-s-resolutions
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 Toot the whistle, blow the horn 
 Greet with cheering this new year that is born! 
 2020 a year that is past— 
 2021 is with us at last! 
 Gone is the old year with its joys & sorrows, 
 Now begins a new year with all of its tomorrows. 
 But these days of the new year will quickly pass, 
 For tomorrows become yesterdays, Oh, so very fast. 
 How shall we use the days which to us are now given, 
 Placed in our hands by our Father in heaven? 
 Will we waste them, abuse them, or with them serve & grow 
 Living them as disciples of the Lord who loves us so? 
 A gift of time, a gift of days; 
 A gift of life with which to give God praise; 
 A gift of blessings & challenges which are never quite the 
 same; 
 A gift of a new year to walk in Jesus’ name! 
 

Happy New Year! 
Yours in Chris 
 
 
 

 

 

THANK YOU, THANK YOU, THANK YOU 

I want to thank the congregation for their very generous Christmas 
gift.  As much as the gift itself was appreciated, and it was, I want 
to thank all for their kind thoughts, prayers and patience during 
this past challenging year.  With your support and encouragement, 
we were able to faithful overcome obstacles and even create    
amazing and faith-deepening experiences.  I am truly blessed and 
honored to serve among you as pastor of this incredible and        
inspiring congregation!  -- Pastor Su 






























