The Focus

Forest Grove Presbyterian Church May 2022
Pastor’s Notes
“‘Lord, when was it that we saw you hungry and gave you food, or thirsty
and gave you something to drink?’…And the king will answer them, ‘Truly I
tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these who are members of
my family, you did it to me.’” -- Matthew 25:37, 40
Who were the winners? Actually, everyone is a winner when it comes to
our recent food contest – the teams that came together and bonded in
fellowship and service as they got excited about trying to maximize their
contributions in certain categories. The creativity and energy was amazing!
The Doylestown Food Pantry patrons are obvious winners in that the
shelves are now stocked with the wide variety of goods. When the pantry
was contacted they expressed concern that we would be giving them mostly
canned goods. When they discovered the vast array of donations, they were
thrilled and not just for the edibles, but even for the reusable bags in which
the donations were packed. They said those bags would be given to the
clients who frequent the pantry every week so they will have the means of
carrying home their goods in a more sturdy fashion.
The whole congregation is a winner as the Spirit was noticeably present
while we worked together to serve the “least of these” as Jesus has
commanded. We aren’t a big congregation with a substantial mission
budget so as to be able to solve world hunger. We can’t stop all wars,
prejudice and injustice. Jesus never said that was our job. What he did say
was that we are to care for the “least of these,” for helping in some way
even one makes a difference.
As the old song goes, “It only takes a spark to get a fire going, and soon all
those around can warm up in its glowing. That’s how it is with God’s love.
We are that spark when we share God’s love even in our small way. Our
contest is over but the work goes on. As individuals and as a community of
faith, let’s “Pass It On.”
Yours in Christ’s service,

PASTOR SU’S STUDY LEAVE
Pastor Su is going to a preaching conference the week of May 16-22.
The Festival of Homiletics is like summer camp for preachers. During
the Festival, participants will hear from outstanding preachers from diverse backgrounds, traditions, and ministry settings. They will participate in passionate worship and fellowship with preaching colleagues
from around the world. This year’s theme is “Preaching After The
Storm: There’s No Going Back. The conference will be focused on the
life-storms our culture has gone through with COVID and other social
crises.
While Pastor Su is away, pastoral emergencies will be handled by the
deacons and session members. Please contact Marilyn Cook (484-6884618) or Maggie Rash (215-534-4451) for pastoral needs.

WELCOME REV. ASHLEY ROSSI
While Pastor Su is away on study leave, on
Sunday, May 22, The Rev. Ashley Rossi will
preach and lead worship. Rev. Rossi was the
former Associate Pastor of the Carmel Presbyterian Church and is now serving as the
Director of Donor Relations at The Common
Place, a Presbytery supported organization
serving families in Southwest Philadelphia.
She also works alongside the staff of Salt &
Light Church in pastoral ministry.
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CONVERSATION ABOUT THE
WAR IN THE UKRAINE
On Thursday, May 5, at 7:00 PM, all those
who would like to have conversation about the
current war are invited to join with LT. Amy
Ruhf-Brien, Chaplain, USN in discussion.
Amy brings a unique perspective to this issue
as a military chaplain working directly with
our US troops. While she will not be discussing military strategy, she will bring her faith
perspective.
This conversation will take place on Zoom:
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/127591875
Meeting ID: 127 591 875 or by phone 301-715-8592 or 253-215-8782.
Come with your thoughts and questions.

LAST DAY OF SUNDAY SCHOOL
It is hard to believe that the school year is almost over. Before going
into a summer break, Sunday School will meet for the last time on
May 22. It will resume the Sunday after Labor Day. Our group of
children were blessed by the teaching and caring of our faithful
teachers: Karen Myers, Ruth Squillace, Kim King and substitutes
Beth Conti and Donna Jencks. Nurturing our children’s faith is
something we, as a congregation, promise to do at their baptism.
We do this in a variety of ways but one special way is through our
Sunday School. Thank you, thank you, thank you teachers!! If you
would like to take a turn at teaching in the fall, please contact Pastor
Su or Beth Conti.
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Here’s What’s Happening

7th – 12th graders are having lots of fun every other Sunday night here at
the church. Coming up the group is going on a mystery adventure called
“Destination Unknown.” They have no idea where they are going.
Once they get there, the mystery will be solved and they will then have
an activity to fulfill. Life is always an adventure and we often don’t
know where we are going – but God does!
Later in the month the group will be spending some time with a few of
our senior members, sharing experiences, concerns and seeing that they
really aren’t so very different. It will be an awesome time to get to
know some awesome people!
The final meeting for the year will be on June 5th when we are going to
cool off and have some fun getting soaking wet.
Missi Dell’Orefice and Pastor Su are the leaders of the group but other
adults who would like to join in this important ministry are welcome.
So are all the friends of our youth! Contact either Missi or Pastor Su if
you are an adult who would like to help. Friends of youth group members can just show up!
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VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL:
God’s Great Big Beautiful World –
June 27 – July 1
This year’s Vacation Bible School will
be different in that it will be a joint venture with The Anchor Presbyterian
Church. The Anchor will host but this
is a collaboration between our two
churches. There will be adult leaders
and children from both churches participating. It is a way for us to be good
stewards of our resources as well as
provide a meaningful experience for
everyone. The program will be held
from 9:00 – noon for preschool through
6th grade. Registration is available at
http://vbspro.events/p/c805d3

YOUTH ADVENTURE CAMP – July 11-15
This camp is for those in 6th – 12th grade. Monday – Friday, 9:00-4:00,
youth are invited to participate in a weeklong series of adventures.
Each day the group will engage in different activities that will take
them beyond the church to engage in God’s creation through different
environment and outdoor experiences - fishing- a day at the shore and
kayaking in the Pine Barrens of NJ. Explorers are to bring their own
lunch each day. Registration numbers are restricted to 10. Friends are
welcome. There is a $50 registration fee. Scholarships are available.
Sign up by calling the church office. This program will be led by Pastor Su who is also looking for volunteers to help with transportation.
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FOOD CONTEST WINNERS
The Youth Group took great care in tallying up the food donations and
here are the winners of our recent contest:
Most Balanced Food Group Items – Team Wordle
Most Green Items – Belly Blessings
Most Items Using All the Alphabet Letters – Belly Blessings
Largest Pile of Items – Crykle
Most Items Found in the Bible – Hunger Fighters
Heaviest Pile of Food – Belly Blessings
Wordle Food (food with five letters) – Team Wordle
Thanks to everyone who participated. The Doylestown Food Pantry was
extremely grateful for your generosity! We contributed 776.5 total
pounds of food items and other non-perishables. Well done, good and
faithful servants!
Even though our contest is over, we continue to accept food donations
through Mother Hubbard’s Cupboard. As a ministry of the deacons, food
that is donated is taken to the pantry on Wednesdays. Donations can be
left at the church inside the “cupboard”, outside the sanctuary, or in the
vestibule when the building is locked.
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MAUNDY
THURSDAY

Vini and Doug Christie
preparing our Easter floral
cross with fresh flowers for
Easter morning Services.
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Butterflies

Easter Breakfast
Thank you to Beth and all
the donations of YUMMY
food. A beautiful Sunday
morning.

Gathering for the Easter Egg Hunt.
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SAVE THE DATE – June 10, 2022 at 6:00 PM There will be hot dogs, baked beans, vegetables and
of course, STRAWBERRY SHORTCAKE! If you
would like to help with preparing the berries, please
contact Susan in the church office. Cleaning will
take place at the church on June 9 at 9:30 but they can also be
cleaned at home and brought to the church.
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FRIDAY NIGHT
FELLOWSHIP
AND POTLUCK
DINNER
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OUR NEW ADDRESS:
1856 Forest Grove Road
Furlong, Pa 18925-1120
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MAY BIRTHDAYS

Alvin Cornell
Ralph Martin
Gerry Stemplewicz
Charlotte Lucera
Kurt Schroeder
John Barnhart
Jim Conner Sr.
Jason Hampton

5/3
5/7
5/8
5/10
5/11
5/12
5/12
5/14

Riley Lucera
Gary Davis
Kim Shvanda
Tim Ruth
Westin Raab
Linda Sanders
Jolie Hyndman

Elder of the Month:

Deacon of the Month:

Bill Wark

Dee Tori

5/15
5/16
5/17
5/18
5/18
5/19
5/23

Sunday School Teachers: Our Sunday School Teachers rotate each
week. Thank you to the following Teachers: Beth Conti, Kim King,
Karen Myers, Ruth Squillace and Donna Jencks.
Sunday Morning Coffee Host:
May 1 Amy Raab
May 15 Beth Conti
May 29 Carol Eckmeder

May 8 Linda Bowers
May 22

Carillon May 2022 Schedule
The carillon plays each day at 12 noon and at 6:00 in the evening and
plays 3 different selections each time
May 1
In memory of Anne C. Klair
May 8
In memory of Ted R. Rockafellow
May 15
In memory of Biven Landis
May 22
In memory of Earl & Pinky Hampton
May 29
In memory of Earl T. Daniesl
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FGPC FINANCIALS

Ended March, 2022

FGPC
Operating Fund
For the month Ended
March 2022
Offering & Misc Income
Large Fund Income

$

8,573
1,976
$ 10,549

Total Income
Expenses
Pastor Compensation
Staff
Office
Music & Worship
Christian Education
Property
Stewardship/Finance
Parish Life
Mission
PILP Loan Payment

8,553
3,994
1,783
70
12
5,685
0
0
88
566
Total Expenses

$20,751

2022 Operating Fund
Surplus (Deficit)

(10,202)

97,598

Fund Balance @ 2/28/22

Fund Balance @ 3/31/22

$

87,396

Benevolence Fund
31-March-22
Balance @ 2/28/22
Receipts & Transfers
Disbursements:
Balance @ 3/31/22
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$ 4,734
2,853
$ 7,587
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1856 Forest Grove Road
Furlong, PA 18925-1120

Forest Grove Presbyterian Church

Email: office@forestgrovechurch.org
www.ForestGroveChurch.org

Pastor: Reverend Susan L. Fall
Email: pastorsu@forestgrovechurch.org
Music Director: Leanne Yerkes
Administrative Assistant: Susan Flanagan
Frank Orzehoski, Treasurer
Mark Lempp, Grounds Keeper

Worship Schedule
10:00 am Worship
Church Office Hours
9am-2pm (Monday, Wednesday, Thursday)
Phone 215-794-8575

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

